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The chief purpose of this publication is to cistribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying persornel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
quard, and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material ayzearing ia this publication. 
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THE AIR CORPS AT THE NATIONAL AIR RACES 


This year, 1931, the llth Ammal National Air Races were held at the 
Cleveland Airport from August 9th to September 7th, inclusive. These Races 
are soonsorea by the National Air Races of Clevelend, a body incorporated for 
that purpose, and are sanctioned by the National Aeronautic Association. They 
are operated under the rules of the Federation Acronautique Internationale. 
In 1929, the Races were held at Cleveland, the following year at Chicago, and 
now, in 1931, they were again held at Cleveland, where they will contime to be 
held for at least the next four years. 

Mr. L.W. Greve is the President of the National Air Races, Inc.; Cliff 
Henderson, the Managing Director, and H.W. "Pon" Cleveland, the Contest Chairman. 

At the request of these officials, the Air Corps sent a unit to represent 
it at the Races. The unit designated for this honor was the First Pursuit Group 
stationed at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. ‘The Group sent two provisional 
l8plane squadrons to demonstrate military tactical flying to the audiences at 
the Races. In addition, the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, sent 
the "Flying Comet" plane as a spectacular entry to act as the evening finale for 
each day's event. 

Other services represented were a Navy 12-nlane squadron (Fighting Squadron 
No. 6 from the aircraft carrier "Langley") and a 12= plane squadron from the East 
Coast Expeditionary Force of the Marines from Quantico, Va. During the week, a 
squadron of flying patrol boats of:the Navy flew to the Races end anchored inside 
the Cleveland breakwater, and the famous Siskin Flight of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force came over the border and performed their bag of tricks. 

The personnel of the Army representation were as follows: 

From Selfricge Field 
Commanding Officer of Air Corps Troops - Major George H. Brett 














Executive ----------.----+-- Major Gerald E, Brower 
Liaison and Operations - -------- Lieut. John S. Griffith 
Engineering Officer ---------- Lieut. Harlan T. McCormick 
I de ca ety it ee ee Se me Lieut. A. B. Eallard 

Red Squadron Black Squadron 

Formed by pilots and planes from the 

evth and 94th Squadrons 17th and 36th Squadrons 
Major Gerald E. Brower ) Alternate Squadron (Lieut. John S. Griffith 
Lieut. Harry A. Johnson) Commanders (Lieut. John M. Sterling 
Liewt. Cecil HE. Henry Lieut. Thayer S. Olds 
Lieut. Kenneth W. Mosher (Res. ) Lieut. Hanlon H. Van Auken 
Lieut. Carl R. Feldmann Lieut. Robert W. Burns 
Lieut. Theodore M. Bolen Lieut. Robert J. Hixson (Res. ) 
Lieut. Flint Garrison, Jr. Lieut. Llewellyn O. Ryan 
Lieut. Norris B. Harbold - - Flight Leader - -Lieut. Donald L. Putt 
Lieut. Jarred V. Crabb Lieut. Arthur R. Strunk (Res.) 
Lieut. Hugh 0. Coleman (Res. ) Lieut. John M. Hodgson (Res.) 
Lieut. Wn. R. Swain (Res.) Lieut. Claude L.Brignall (Res. ) 
Lieut. Raymond P. Todd (Res. ) Lieut. Walter N. Pharr (Res.) 
Lieut. Roger M. Ramey - —- Flight leader ~ - Lieut. Bldred L. Gann (Res.) 
Lieut. Robert ¥. Humphries (Res.) Lieut. Wm. B. Poe (Res.) 
Lieut. George F. McGuire Lieut. Emmett F. Yost 
Lieut, Francis H. Griswold Lieut. Norman D. Sillin 
Lieut. Wm. B. Clements (Res. ) Lieut. Curtis E. Smith (Res.) 
Lieut. Wm. R. Allemang (Res.) Lieut. Felix Waitkus (Res. ) 


Several substitutions among the above pilots were made during the course of 


the Races, but the above names are those of the original participants. 

























Pilots of "Flying Comet" from Wright Field, Ohio. 
Cantain St. Clair Streett ) 

Lieut. John H. Corkille ) Hach nilot flew the "Comet" two or three 

Lieut. James E. Parker ) successive nights. - 

Lieut. Clements McMullen ) 

Lieut. Harrison G. Crocker) 

Air Corps Representatives from Washington, D.C. 

Caotain A. B. McDaniels, Liaison between Air Corps participants and Chief 

of the Air Corps. 

Lieut. Roland Birnn, Press Relations, Broadcasts and Announcements. 

Lieut. J. S. Hdgerton, Assistant Press Relations. 

Mr. J. L. Albright, Photograshy. 

Several distinguished visitors from the Air Corps were present for varying 
lengths of time at the races, among them being the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, 
Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics; Brigadier Generals H. Conger Pratt 
and Charles H. Danforth, Assistant. Chiefs of the Air Corps; Colonel Frank P, 
Lahm and Lieut.-Colonel Henry H. Arnold, who were introduced over the oublic at 
dress system to the audience. ‘ 

In a way, the Army opened and closed the Show. On the evening before the 
opening day, Captain Streett took the "Comet" aloft and, flying over the water- 
front, ignited the bundles of magnesium flares beneath the lower wings of his 
little Curtiss P=l, and with the Prestone-cooled Del2 engine going full throtile 
described one fiery loop after enother to announce to Clevelanders that there 
soon would be a big event in their midst. 

The Show began on Saturday, August 29th. ‘The Army put on its usual d0- 
minute routine that day and on successive days, as follows: 

dug. 29th - Saturday - Routine; night flying of the "Comet.". 

fug. SOth- Sunday - Except for flying of "Comet," there was no Army 
participation, due to regulations prohibiting 

Sunday varticipation in such events. 

Jug. lst - Monday - Routine; night flying of the "Comet." 

Sept. Ist - Tuesday -(Army Day) Routine, with entire First Pursuit 
Groun from Selfridge Field. Rain interrupted 
Show after the routine flight. 

Sept. end - Wednesday- Rain, no Show. 

Sept. 3rd - Timrsday ~ (Navy Day). Exce>t for night flying of "Comet," 
the Army did not participate on Navy Day. Reci> 
rocel agreement between Army and Navy. 

Seot. 4th - Friday - Routine - Three Turtles - Night flying of "Comet." 

Seot. Sth - Saturday - Same as Friday. 

Sent. 6th - Sunday - Same as for August 30th. Night flying of "Comet." . 

Sept. 7th - Monday (Labor Day) Routine. Wight flying of "Comet." 

A typical example of the routine follows. Led by their designated leaders 
on alternate days - Take-off by Squadrons - 

1. Pass in Review nast grandstands, N. to S. 

@. Red Squadron - Column of elements in line (3 planes in each element 

abreast of each other) S. to N. 

Black Squadron = Colum of flights in line (6 planes in each flight 
abreast of each other) S. to N. 

5. Red Squadron, N. to S. form letter "A". 

Black Squadron, N. to S. form letters"A. C." 

4. On special days, such as "Engineers Day," "Zarly Birds’ Day," "Clevelen 
Tay," and the like, a» ropriate letters were formed by the two 
Squadrons, flying in formation from S. to N. 

5. Red Squadron - Forming a solid wedge formation, N. to S., then an arro 
formation S. to N. As the formation flew vast the svectators, the 
changing perspective made it ayoear as though the pilots were moving 
from the solid wedge to a closely massed line formation. 

Black Squadron = While the Red Squadron was thus engaged, the Blacks : 
strung out and climbed in a "Rat Race," a follow-the-leader movemeny 
of twisting and turning, meantime climbing for altitude where they 
reformed into a standard squadron formation, as the Red Squadron was 
vassing in its arrow formation. 7 

6. Black Squadron ~ from squadron formation to 180 deg. turning dives y 


elements, reforming at lower altitude to squadron formation. 
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Red Squadron - from arrow to squadron formation, climbing, then making 
180: degree turning dives as one squadron, all in close formation. 
Red Squadron - stringing out in column after squadron-turning-dive and 

in Iufberry circles at low altitude (500 feet). 
Black Squadron - elements in echelon. 
Red Squadron ) Pass in review in group formation and land. 
Black Squadron) 

The roaring of the airplanes as they dove from the heights, the beautiful 
srecision evident from the close formation flying, the spectacle of the squad- 
ron disintegrating in the sky as its elements tumbled down - all in perfect syn- 
chronization - to a lower altitude, "took" with the audience at the Airoort. 

During the few lulls in the fast and furious »rogram, the Army Air Cords 
announcer described the planes, the personalities among the oarticipating 
pilots, the meaning of the various formations, and the high lights of Army 
flying. 

'* * * * * These vlanes are Boeing P-l2-D Pursuit planes from the lst 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mich., with Pratt-Whitney *Wasp' radial air- 
cooled engines, these engines being equinjed with superchargers for high-alti- 
tude werformance,." , 

‘Nk # ¥ * * Except for the Major and one or two first lieutenants, the 
rest of the 36 pilots are but junior officers, some only a few months out of the 
Flying School at Kelly Field - a demonstration of the high state of »roficiency 
of our Army trained pilots." 

"Second Lieut. Sterling, but sixteen months out of the flying school, lead- 


“ing the Black Squadron in the »vrecision evolutions you are about to witness." 


"Major Brower, a graduate in civil and aeronautical engineering, forming 
his squadron into a huge 'E!' in honor of the Engineers here today." 

"Lieut. Harry Johnson, war-time vilot, leading his composite Red Squadron, 
formed from the 94th Squadron, the old outfit of Eddie Rickenbacker, and the 
arth Sqatzon, in which Frank Iuke performed his gallant exoloits ofer war-torn 
France. 

"And now the Black Squadron roars »ast the grandstend, led by the intrenid 
Lieut. "Jack" Griffith, a British 'Ace,' a veteran of the camaign in Russia, 
and now in the active service of Uncle Sam's Army Air Corps." 

Undeniably, the crowd was thrilled, but the climax of axyoreciation came 
when the "Three Turtles", whose act had been delayed on Tuesday (Army Day) by a 
Tain squall, ut on their three-lane show on Friday afternoon. It was a strik- 
ing demonstration of close order flying, vertical banks and loops, with the 
three planes acting as one, followed by their finale, twice executed. This was 
the element flying in e close 'V,' the element barra}-rolling as a single unit, 
the leader slow-rolling and forming the axis for the flank men who turned cork- 
screwrolls about him, all three working simultaneously to make the element-roll 
amarvel of smoothness in motion. 

The "Three Turtles" - the name is made striking by its incongruity - were - 

Leader = Lieut. John S. Griffith 
Lieut. R. W. Burns 
Lieut. H. H. Van Auken Bry 

On Tuesday, "Army Day," the Army participants took off from the Airport and 
flew out over the Lake front to meet an additional body of planes and pilots ar- 
tiving from Selfridge Field, the P-6 lanes of the 36th Squadron which had here~ 
tofore not made their ayearance at these Races. Promptly on schedule, the whole 
Pursuit Group appeared on the scene, this time going through their paces as a 
sroup of four l2-plane squadrons, led by Mejor Brower in a contnand plane. 

There was a blank file in one of the squadrons. Lieut. Thayer S. Olds, 
piloting an Xp-12, while his squadron was on the lake front awaiting the arrival 
of the Pe6's, suddenly felt his ship vibrate in an umisual manner, the vibrations 
imcreasing to such an extent that the instrument board of the plane shattered, 
and the vibrations were visible to his formation-mates. Fearing this condition 
would grow worse, Lieut. Clds jwmped while he still had sufficient altitude. His 
airplane landed in a vacant field, and he landed, via parachute, in the lake, 
being rescued and found to be in mech better condition than his airplane, 
although vibrating himself from the cold water ducking. The outfit carried on, 
however, and Olds' dropping out caused no delay in the subsequent scheduled 
program. 

Several times during the course of the Races, the Army planes went aloft on 
night maneuvers and staged a omewhat subdued program, their navigation lights 
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giving the impression of a flying Christmas tree being carted about the skies, 
This demonstration served as a forerunner for the nocturnal climax of the 
"Flying Comet," previously described. 

If the non=pilots in the audience could not always azpreciate the Drecisiy, 
and faultless movements of the Army flyers, they covid and did res ond to the 
spectacular part of their tactical maneuvers, the Iufberry circles, diving turns, 
sudden changes in formations and the like. A motion picture of the crowd in ty, 
grandstands, taken by an amateur vhotographer, shows a whole sea of craning 
necks, of eyes aloft watching the show in the sky. It was taken during the 
Army's nart on the program! 

---000-—= 


‘HAWAITAN ATR DEPOT A BUSY PLACE 


The Engine Repair Section of the Hawaiian Air Depot completed some 450 for; 
Orders during the past Fiscal Year, which included the overhaul of two marine 
engines and other work ranzing from the nickel plating of fire bells to the 
routine repair of aircraft equipment required of the Depot to give service to 
the line. The receipt of new equipment and an increased number of aircraft 
engines for the Hawaiian Department necessitated a large expansion program, whic 
is nearly completed. It was found necessary to add several new devartments - 
the installation of equipment necessary for cadmium vlating, sand blasting, sux: 
plug cleaning and overhaul; a baking oven; enlarging of the cleming department; 
installation of a new steam heating plant and a new air compressor system which 
is now in operation; remodeling of test blocks to acommodate the new type engine, 
and roviding of more room for the storage of engines. 

Since the Depot Sunply Department was moved from Honolulu to Luke Field, a 
marked improvement vas noted in the time required to obtain supplies for the den 
Repair Department of the Depot. 

~--000=-— 


NEW INSIGNIA FOR FOURTH OBSERVATION SQDN. 


The War Department has approved a new distinctive insignia for the 4th 
Observation Squadron. The design was developed from an idea which consists of a 
"Cross estoilee divided per saltire and per cross or/and azure." ‘The half gold 
and half blue represent day and nizht observation, while the four-point figure 
represents the number of the suyuadron. 

---000--—= 


LIGHTUR-THAN-AIR PILOTS SHOW CLASS IN BOMBING 


Lighter-than-air pilots of Scott Field, Belleville, I11., completed their 
record bombing recently with a record of 100 percent experts. ‘The average of 
the ten pilots in the bombing at intermediate altitude, 3,000 feet, was 96.93% 
The qualification necessary for "Expert" rating is 85%, 

First Lieut. Fred A. Ingalls tovped the list with 99.3%, making six tulle 
eyes on the 200-foot circle, and only missing by a few feet with his other two 
bombs. Close behind Lieut. Ingalls were Cavtain Douglas Johnston and Master 
Sergeant Olin Brown, with 99%, ‘The conmmlete scores were: 











lst Lieut. Fred A. Ingalls - - - - - 99.3% Cantain Elmer J. Bowling - - - 97) 
Captain Douglas Johnston - - - - - 99.0% 1st Lieut. George G. Cressey ~ 2%) 
Master Sct. Olin Brom - - - - - - - 99.0% Captain Ira R. Koenig-- - ~ %¢ 
Master Sgt. Joseph H. Bishop - - - - 98.3% Cavtain Orin J. Bushey - - - ~ %# 
Captain Roger S. McCullough - - - - 97.5% Warrant Officer R.E. Lassiter 9%! 

~~-000-=~ | 





The 95th Pursuit Squadron at Rockwell Field, Coronado Calif., recently @F 
gaged in a short session of ground gumery, using fifty caliber guns. Six shiny 
fired each day, and the results were very interestins. Lieut. A.F, Solter, 
‘Armament Officer of the Squadron, made preliminary tests with these guns and dit 
covered that it was necessary to extend the blast tube past the front of the ™ 
cowling in order to prevent the cowling from being blown off. Once installed 
with this extension, the guns functioned verfectly and the gunnery practice was 
run off in quick time. 
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DUSTING FOR MOSQUITOES IN PANAMA 
By the News Letter Correspondent 






DJACENT to the historical snot vhere Pirate Sir Henry Morgan waged war 
and finally destroyed the city of Old Panama, the Air Corps in co- 
operation with the Health Department of The Panama Canal is at »res- 





rag! 0 
ais 
1 


hye 


he wy | eit waging war on larvae of malarial mosquitoes which are breeding 
turns, in the large marsh in the vicinity of France Field, Contrary to the revort 
in the that has been circulated, this is the first time dusting by airplane for the 
2 purpose of killing mosquito larvae has been attempted in Panama or the Canal 
2 Zone. 
The warfare to exterminate the larvae of the mosquitoes, which are carriers 
of malaria, is being waged by dusting the breeding area, about four square . 


miles, with a mixture of Paris Green made by mixing one part Paris Green by 
weight with four parts by weight of dust obtained from local clay. 
For the purpose of carrying the Paris Green mixture in the airplane and 


0 Work securing as even a distribution as possible, a hopper 37" x 28", with a tapered 

ine bottom connected to a tube 8" x 10" x 15" in length on the lower end of which 

, vas fastened a venturi tube, was constructed. The front opening of the venturi 

to tube is 14" x 14", the overall length 27" and the rear opening 26"x.17", The 

t material used was 16 gauge galvanized iron. ‘The quantity of dust to be releas- 

» Wich ed was controlled by means of a flap valve placed with its operating axis in a 

S = fore and aft position in the tube connecting the hoover with the venturi tube 

» Spark and attached to a rod extending wo through the hopper. To the woper end of 

tment; this rod, at an angle of 90°, a second rod was attached so that the operator 

which could regulate the opening of the flap valve by depressing the rod which ex- 

engines tended about two feet over the side of the hopper. Experience, however, showed 
that the above method of controlling the quantity of dust was not entirely sat- 

Ld, a isfactory, because the weight of the mixture in the hopper had a tendency to 

he Aen force the flap.valve to open too wide, and the mixture fed faster on the left 


side of the flap valve than on the right side, thereby »roducing an uneven dis- 
tribution. This defect was remedied by placing a flap valve with itx axis in a 
lateral position and extending the shaft so that it is now operated by means of 
a bell~crank and lever mounted on a quadrant which holds the lever in position 
when the proper quantity of dust is being released. 


h Some trouble was. exnerienced by the mixture in the honper packing, but 

s ofa this was overcome by the onerator either tapping the tube between the hopper 
gold and the venturi or moving the operating handle slightly. To overcome this dif- 
gure ficulty in future. dustings, it is proposed to install a wind-driven agitatbr in 


the tube. just above the flay valve. The agitator will be a shaft with two or 
three bow-shaped pieces of wire soldered to it so that its maxinmm diameter will 
be about four inches. 





The equipment described above was installed in a B3A Bomber of the eoth 

Fombardment Squadron, France Field, Canal Zone, by making a floor to replace the 
heir regular floor of the bomb-bay and simoly cutting a hole. 24" x 28" through it to 
| of allow the lower section of the hower, the connecting tube and the venturi to 
934 project two feet below. This rovided a clearance of about two feet between 

the lower rear edge of the venturi and the ground. | vs 
mils The first dusting of the breeding area was made July 20th; the second July 
» two e’th and the third August 4th. n each occasion two flights were made with ap- 
er proximately 600 wounds of the dusting mixture each trip. The dusting material 

was loaded into the plane at the Panama National Air ort, Paitilla Point, which 
- 97. is about two miles air-line from Old Panama. Consequently, the time required 


= 96,8 for each flight was only 15 to 20 minutes, the actual dusting operations requir- i 

- 9638 ing about 10 to 12 minutes of that time. ‘The altitude of the plane during dust- 

- 95.4 ing was from 20 to 40 feet. A bombing plane was selected because it could carry 

~ 91 & greater weight and the equipment could be installed without modifying the plane | 
in any way. The complete amaratus can be installed or removed in 15 minutes. 

The success of these dusting overations is evidenced by the fact that prac- 

ly wp tically all the larvae were killed and those which remained alive were in the 


- shixnf first larval stage and were too small to ingest any of the varticles of the 
_ Poison mixture, 1 


WO. ig Se erence 


nd dit It is necessary to repeat the dusting at intervals of seven days in order to 
the ri destroy all larvae before they can develop into the mosquito. It is believed, | 
led owever, that seven to ten dustings curing the malaria season will kill vracti- i 
se was fally all of the larvae of the malaria (Anovheles) variety. This method is ef- | 
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tirely practicable over much lareor areas than that covered in the »>resent dust. 
ing operations and will in all »robability be extended to other and larger aYeas 
in the future. ; 

Unfortunately, however, dusting with the Paris Green mixture kills only th 
malaria carrier variety of mosquito larvae and does not kill the other Varieties 
which, although not really dangerous, are a pest nevertheless. It is according 
planned to exseriment with’ saraying oil from an airplane in order to secure a 
film of oil on the collections of water where they breed. It is believed that 
the application of oil will not only be more effective but also cheaper, due t 
its lower cost and the fact that a fewer number of ayplications would be Te quires, 
---000--= 


SOWING SEEDS IN HAWAII VIA THE AIRPLANE 


It seems that of late Army Air Corps personnel stationed outside of the oo. 
tinental limits of the United States have been using their planes in purely 
peaceful pursuits. Shortly following the receipt of the preceding article tou. 
ing on the mosquito dusting in Panama, a contribution was received from the 1éth 
Composite Wing, Air Corps, Fort Shafter, T.H., stating that, at the request of 
the Forestry Division of the Havaiian Sugar Planters' Association and the Terri. 
torial Board of Agriculture and Forestry, bombing airplanes .have been utilized 
in planting seed over the mountain area of Oak. 

Several flights are made each year over areas difficult to plant by grou 
methods. Formerly the Army Fokker plane, "Bird of Paradise," famous for the 
flight from Oakland, Calif., to Honolulu, Hawaii, in 1927, by Lieuts. Moaitlani 
and Hegenberger, was used for the seeding, and as mich as a ton of seed was som 
at one time. Now smaller quantities are scattered from the rear cockpit of 
bombing airplanes. . 

The definition of a Bombing »lane ax ears to be due for a revision - Imrlix 
bombs, dusting mosquitoes, sowiaz seed - what next? 

---000——— 


A SHARK SCARE THAT WAS A FALSE ALARM 


"Although besieged by rain and a group of twenty Reserve officers on a two 
weeks! tour of active duty," says the News Letter Correspondent ,"Mitchel Field 
' pilots have had the humdrum routine of daily life broken by several startling 
incidents. The first, and undoubtedly the most remarkable, was the discovery 
by Lieut. Thomas Steed, Air Corps, of a school of man-eating sharks cavorting 
playfully off these shores. ; 

Qur sharp eyed observer, while returning from Langley Field, noted a strang 
moveriont in the water a few miles north of Atlantic City. Circling down he dis- 
covered a school of about one hundred sharks headed south. ‘Their average lengtt 


“was somewhere between twenty and thirty feet. This to most people would be smffi 


cient cause to believe them man-eaters. Feeling the urge to practice some 'dro 
messages,' Lieut. Steed wrote out several ‘estimates of the situation' which he 
dropped on the crowded beaches. A ravid evacuation of the water was quickly 
effected and our pilot contimed on his flight. 

The story was related in the post operations office at Mitchel Field, and 
through irregular channels reached the New York Police Devartment in a rather 
irregular form. Newspapers soread the story that great schools of sharks were 
off Sandy Hook and headed for Coney Island. Warnings were posted and beaches 


deserted everywhere. The '»ride of New York! valiantly stewped into the breach f 


and, armed with machine guns and tear bombs, set sail to stem the tide. Before 
they could get in any gunnery practice, however, word came from Athantic City 
that the scare had been caused by a playful school of nor noises." 

---000--- 


The 17th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., sent 
a flight of airplanes with one blank file to fly over the funeral ceremonies o 
the late Lieut. Robert D. Moor at Toledo, Ohio, on August 25th. Lieut. Moor ws 
‘& war-time pilot; and was recently transferred from Selfridge Field to Detroit, 


Mich., as Instructor of the National Guard unit there until his fatal accident ¢ 


August 23rd. | 
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PARACHUTE JUMPER PHOTOGRAPHS HIMSELF DURING HIS FALL 
By Corporal Garland E. Cain, Air Corps Technical School Detachment 
(As told to Captain Samuel C. Skemp). 


VERYBODY asks how one feels when jumping from a plane high in the air. 
ii The man who does seldom can describe his sensations after his paracmte 
i—_ has brought him down safely. The strain of the descent immediately is 

gone, The look of concern which he wore when 'bailing out! changes to 
a broad grin of satisfaction the instant contact is made with Mother Earth. 

It seemed worth while to try to take some pictures of myself in the act of 
making a parachute drop. If successful, the -hotos would be a permanent record 
of facial expressions on the way down. 

How to do it was the problem. The varackhute drop itself would be easy. I 
had already made six. Another sould be just one more. But how was one to get 
a camera compact and light enough to be carried, and canable of focusing sharply 
out at arm's length? ‘The answer was so easy as to be startling. 

"A Brownie box camera taking vest-ocket size pictures would do. If by 
chance it became lost or broken, the cost would te just a dollar and a half. The 
only adaptations that were required were the soldering of an extension piece on 
the finger lever for easier snamzing, and the riveting of a ring for a lanyard 
to lessen the risk of losing the camera. ‘Two of these cameras were fitted up, 
one being marked with white chalk so that they could be distinguished. 

Permission was hed to rake a jump at Chamute Field on August rd. At two-~ 
thirty the sky was cloudless, and the wind not over seven miles an hour at any 
altitude up to 4,500 feet. I took position on the right wing of the only 
Keystone Bomber at the Air Corps Technical School, leaning back against the rear 
outer bay strut. Technical Sergeant Douglas M, Swisher, 2nd Lieut., Air Reserve, 
flew the Bomber up to four thousand feet over the airdrome. A cameraman in the 
rear cockpit snapped a picture showing me in the act of jumping clear of the 
broad aileron, and just starting to pull the rip cord, 

_ It took acdout eight hundred feet before I was ready to begin taking pictures 
of myself. By that time the training chute had already filled with air and the 
first camera had been brought into »nosition for the first snap shot. There was 
plenty of time. The only difficulty was that the chute had to be turned so that 
the sun would not shine on the lens of the camera. ; 

There were eight shots in each camera. Snans were taken from arm's length 
from as many different angles as possible, with the idea of getting the face in 
each picture. Some of the pictures were good, for others the camera was not 
pointed just right, and a few were badly .:fogged by the brilliant reflected 
light from the white silk of the chute above. As the ground came up to meet me, 
two shots were taken with the camera pointed down to show how the asproaching 
earth looked. 

Letting the two cameras hang by their lanyards, I had both hands free to 
manage the chute for the landing. Neither camera was injured in the least in 
the final tumble. 

The surprising thing about these pictures was that all of them showed ex- 
actly the same expression - an easy confidence in the outcome," 
~--000-—— 





BLUE RIBBONS FOR SCOTT FIELD HOMING PIGEONS 


Scott Field homing pigeons carried away a fine lot of ribbons in their first 
indoor showing of the season at the Illinois State Fair at Soringfield, I11l., on 
August 24th. Staff Sergeant Max Bronkhurst took twenty of the government birds 
to this show, and every bird exce»t one was in the prize money. The loss of a 
prize by this one bird was due to the loss of many feathers while being shipped. 

In the class for 100-mile record birds, one of the toughest in the show, 
the Scott Field loft carried away first and second honors in both the hen and 
cock classes with the four birds entered. ‘Two fine birds,entered in the 300-mile 
Class, took the two first ribbons, and another fine cock landed the blue ribbon 
in the 400-mile class. ‘Three cocks all landed first place honors in the young 
bird classes and three hens all placed. 

In addition to the homers, Sergeant Bronkhurst took four »outer vigmies to 
the show. ‘These birds, which belong to Mrs. John A. Paegelow, wife of the post 
Commander, brought home a first, second, third and fourth place ribbon. 

The total prizes awarded the Scott Field birds were: nine firsts, seven 
Seconds, three thirds, three fourths and one fifth. 
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THE PROCESS OF SIGHTING, HOLDING, AND FIRING. A TARGET PISTOL 
By Lieut. J. L. Hitchings, Air Corps. 
(The llth Article of this Series). 


We have now progressed far enough in our discussion of the technique of 

. pistol shooting to take up the sequence of events in firing a shot and to add 
the final steps in that process, It is assumed in this article that Patridge 
type sights, which are now standard for American target pistols, are used, 

_ First, we get the correct »osition of our feet. Then, taking the »istol 
..in our left hand, we adjust the palm, the second finger, and the trigger finger 
of the right hand to it as explained in a previous article. ‘This is done at 
the position of "Raise Pistol." For subsequent shots, it is not necessary to 
return to this position. ‘The grip on the pistol being retained, the arm, after 
reloading, may be extended to the old duelling »nosition of "Ready" ~ that is, 
pointed to the front and down, at an angle of 45 degrees with the horizontal,- 
and then brought up to the firing position. . 

. As we extend our arm, we get the correct position of our right shoulder, 
drop both shoulders, place our left hand in our pocket, and slump down a little 
with our whole body, to secure relaxation. At the same time, beginning with 
the instant when we begin to extend our arm, we commence another process,-~ that 
of taking up the slack. 

The amount of time available for the trigger squeeze on a shot is limited 
by the length of time we can hold our breath without strain. This will be, on 
the average, from ten to fifteen seconds. ‘Therefore, THE MORE PRELIMINARY 
PRESSURE WE CAN EXERT ON THE TRIGGER BEFORE WE START TO HOLD OUR BREATH, THE 
MORE SLOW AND EVEN WE CAN MAKE THE FINAL TRIGGER SQUEEZE. ‘the process of ex- 
erting this preliminary pressure is known as "taking up the slack." We mst do 
it consciously, judging the last ounce of preliminary pressure we can put on 
the trigger and still be sure the vistol will not go off. Just as we finish 
extending our arm and commence the alignment-of our sights, we take a deep 
breath, let out part, and hold it. | 

Before attempting to align the sights with the bullseye, we mst align 
them accurately with each other. The front sight should be centered in the 
opening of the rear sight for deflection, and the top of the front sight 
brought exactly level with the top of the rear sight. Even if you have fixed 
sights amd your group is not centered, do not correct for this by taking your 
sights differently. 

NEVER TAKE A FINE OR A COARSE SIGHT; ALWAYS TAKE YOUR SIGHTS IN EXACTLY 
THE SAME WAY, AND TO CHANGE YOUR AIM ZITHER ADJUST YOUR SIGHTS (IF ADJUSTAZLE), 
OR CHANGE YOUR AIMING POINT. , 

Next we must align the sights with the target. The present method is to 
SET THE TOP OF THE FRONT SIGHT TANGENT TO THE BULLSEYE, LEAVING NO WHITE LINE 
BETWEEN THEM. In using the former method of leaving a white line, it was foun 
that this line, always inexact, varied annreciably in actual thickmess with va- 
rieties in the light. 

The correct focus of the eyes has been the subject of some discussion. 
Mach trouble has been caused by attempted aplication to pistol shooting of the 
old rifleman's rule, "take your last glance at the target." ‘the correct prin- 
ciple for sighting any kind of firearm is believed to be, "THE LAST GLANCE MUST 
ALWAYS BE AT THE MOST UNSTEADY ALIGNMENT." With the rifle, this is the sight- 
target alignment; with the pistol, it is the alignment of the front and rear 
sights. Thus we derive the following rule for »istol shooting: THE LAST GLANGE 
MUST ALWAYS BE AT YOUR SIGHTS. ‘This is an extremely important rule, and one 
frequently violated unconsciously. Just as you mst follow through with your 
eye in golf, so you must follow through with your eye in shooting, keeping your 
sights aligned to the very instant of the explosion. Whenever you camnot call 
your shot, you may be sure that you are violating this rule. . 

We now come to the trigger-squeeze. Many instructors content themselves 
with saying that an increase of pressure should be exerted on the trigger each 
time the sights approach the aiming point. ‘This is not the whole story, however 


For the best accuracy, the barrel must be absolutely stationary at the instant of fF 


let-off. To secure this condition, WE PUT THE NEXT TO THE LAST OUNCE OF PRESSURE 
ON Tii. TRIGGER DURING THE APPROACH, AND THEN WAIT FOR THE GUN TO COME TO REST ei} 
THE AIMING POINT, WHEN WE APPLY THE FINAL SQUEEZE. ‘The latter process is know 
as holding. After about a second it occasions enormous strain; if, therefore,j™ 
do not succeed in getting your shot off at once, relax your arm, retaining the 


pressure on the trigger, then bring your sights badc on the aiming point and 1x7 
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it again. After three or four unsuccessful attempts, your arm will be so tired 
that you should lower it and take a brief rest. It is said, "Anyone can set a 
pistol off, but it takes a good shot to lmow when to set his pistol dom." It 
is obvious that to put this system into apnlication, you mst be able to gauge 
accurately the pressure needed to set your. gun off.. To be able to gauge this 











































al pressure, you'nust, in turn, grip your pistol so correctly and so uniformly that 

5 “4t has always the same effective pull. A test of this is the feeling of the 
‘lateral balance in your hand when the »istol is properly gripped, and the con- 

1 “ gelousness that the pressure of your second finger is directly upward and not 

rer to either side. In squeezing the trigger, one of the two methods of controlling 
pressure in the hand should be used, preferably the second. ... 

5 ‘ HOLDING IS ONLY POSSIELE WHEN THE SIGHTS COME NATURALLY .10.A REST ON THE 

ter AIMING POINT. If your arm feels strained and wants to move in a definite direc- 

, tion, Up, down, or to one side, bring it down and correct your »osition by twist- 

pe ing or bending at the waist, or by moving your feet. Whenever your sights tend 


to swing back and forth or up and down, get a position in which the relaxed end 
of your swing brings the sights on to the aiming voint. Thus you will be able 


tle to HOLD AND LET OFF AT THE RELAXED END OF YOUR SWING. 
dee OU Qe we 
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FIRST PURSUIT GROUP PAYS A VISIT TO CANADIAN COUSINS 
0d seafa) i a8 
on A squadron of 18 P-12 Pursuit planes, led by Major George Brett, Commanding 


Officer of Selfridge Field, flew to Montreal, Canada, at the invitation of the 
Montreal Light Airplane Club, to take part in the Canadian National Air Pageant, 
, held at the Municipal Airoort at Montreal on August 15th and 16th. 
do fhe Squadron stopped off.in Buffalo, N.Y., for refueling. ‘The Curtiss-Wright 
Corporation was host to’members of the flight for luncheon during the refueling. 
| Arriving in Montreal about 4:30 ».m., after a delightful flight around the 
southern edge of Lake Ontario and up the broad St. Lawrence, the personnel, after 
staking down the airplanes, were quickly transyorted into Montreal, the officers 
being installed in the Mount Royal Hotel, and the eight enlisted men accompany- 
ing tne flight in the Ford Hotel. 
The first day's program commenced at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, and. everything 
went off with clock-like »recision. ‘The Squadron's vart in the demonstration 
. consisted of a 30-minute squadron demonstration of various types of formation 
flying, both tactical and drill, and ending up with a 10 mimte 3-nlane acrobatic 
element. Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Conmanding Officer of the 17th Squadron, led 
), the Squadron on the demonstration slight, and the acrobatic element was conmosed 
of Lieuts. Griffith, Theisen and Van Auken. . ' 
On Saturday evening, all persons taking part in.the. Show were guests at a 
dinner at the Mount Royal Hotel, given by the Montreal Light Airplane Club. 


—S—oNeE 





nd Amon; those present was Cantain Frank Hawks, who had flown his famous Travelaire 
ae Mystery Ship, the Texaco 13, to Montreal that day. 
Saturday's show was repeated on Sunday before a crowd of people estimated 
at 50,000. On Monday morning the squadron returned to Selfridge Field by way 
he of Toronto, Ontario, the ston being made there for refueling. 
> ; pes wane OD Qn 
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- . - PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK FOR CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
(ed _ During the month of July, Lieut. H.F. Woolard, Com anding Officer of ‘the 


Sth Photo Section, stationed at Scott Field, Belleville, 111., accompanied by 
Waster Sergeant W.R. Rhodes, accomplished two aerial »vhotographic projects for | 
ur the U.S. Engineers with the 1+2-A miltiple lens camera. ‘The first, Fort. Riley, i 
1 Kansas, and vicinity, containing 236 square miles, was vhctogravhed in exactly 


43 mimtes after an altitude of 12,000 feet had been reached. The second pro- 
: | dect, Fort Des Moines, Iowa, and vicinity, was photographed in 31 mimuites after 


h >; the required altitude had been reached. ‘This area included 116 square miles. 1 
ver. As a result of these two flights it was found that,even with the long i 
tof f flights necessary to reach the scene of operations, the h2=A multiple lens 4 
URS f  ‘allera is most economical for this type of work. 

a eg ---000——— 
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The First Pursuit Group sent two Squadrons to the National Air Races at 
- Cleveland, Ohio, August 29th to September 7th. These two organizations practiced 
®ech morning in order that their demonstrations may bring credit to the Air Corps. 
. ~323- Ee , V-6179, A.C. 
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AND THE WAR GOES MERRILY ON. 






"We notice in the June 5th issue of the Air Corps News Letter," says the 
Corresnondent of the 28th Bombardment Squadron at Nichols Field, P.I., "that th 
7eaa Bombardment Squadron is still complaining about being the best squadr, 
We think, like Shakespeare, that the woman protesteth too mich. However, if 
thoy can show something tangible, such as flying hours; all officers qualifia 
in aerial gunnery; 84% of men qualified in small arms; all ships in commissig, 
98% of the time; a rating of excellent by the inspector; courts-martials of 
less than one-half of one vercent per year; no desertions; no A.W.0.L's; no 
men in confinement; no forced landings; no planes damaged one cent's worth 
from any cause whatsoever, we will take issue with them. However, we do not 
protest our excellence, believing it more fitting and proper for outside obsgep. 
vers to make ench.comment as conditions warrant. The 72nd may be 2 good outfi:. 
we hope it is - as no other kind is of any value to the service, but they sho; 
not be like the little boy whistling as he passed the graveyard to kee w» his 
courage. " 

The 7end Squadron is stationed at Imke Field, Hawaii - quite a journey ovy 
the Pacific to the Philippines. Since short wave radio communication has reac. 
ed such a high state of efficiency, it may not be such a bad idea for these tm 
organizations to go on the air in order to settle their differences. 
---000——— 


















50H OBSERVATION SQUADRON GOES INTO CAMP 





The 50th Observation Squadron, stationed at Iuke Field, 1T.H., recently 
moved to the Air Corps Waimanalo Reservation for a two weeks' period of trainin 
All ships and personnel overated from the field adjoining the camp, emphasiziy 
goannery and low altitude bombing for squadron training and carrying out tomtar 
missions for the anti-aircraft batteries at Forts Kamehameha and DeRussy. 

The planes were staked down at night immediately behind the sand dunes, whit) 
partially protected them from the wind and periodic rain squalls. <A tent was 
set up "on the line" for Engineering, supplies and parachutes, and the crews 
worked hard to prevent ex20sure to rain and sand. Towards the end of the train 
ing period, the camp was visited by Major-General William Lassiter, Commanding 
General of the Hawaiian Department. ‘The General was pleased with the a earane 
and conduct of the camp, and before he left the reservation witnessed the sim- 
lated aerial attack on an assumed target on the beach, in which the entire 18th 
Composite Wing participated. 
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RESERVE SQUADRON GOES INTO TRAINING 





The 514th Observation Squadron, Reserve, under the command of lst Lieut. 
Ray H. Clark, Air Corps, »articipated in some concentrated training in prepere 
tion for their two'weeks' summer camp at Long Beach, Calif., which started cn 
August 2nd. This Rockwell Field Reserve organization has 33 active pilots, all 
but two of whom hold AP ratings. Five of these 33 pilots hold the rank of Majo 
six are Cantains, ten First Lieutenants and 14 Second Lieutenants. 

The flying equipment now available for this organization consists of three 
DH4's, one YPT-6, one PT-3A and one BI-2A. ‘The flying time allotted for each | 
month is eagerly used un long before the last day of the month, and the personlt 
are earnestly hoping to have this allotment increased. 
---000--~ 





ENGINES FOR SALE AT THE ROCKWELL AIR DEPOT, CALIF. 


The Rockwell Air Depot, Rockwell Field, Calif., recently issueé Circular 


Proposals for the sale of a total of 742 aviation engines, governmont~owned, 0 : 


hand, as follows; 
200 Liberty Engines, V-1650, "B" condition. 


467 " a V-1650-A, "A" condition. 

25 " " V-1650-A (Navy Packards), "A" condition. 
41 Wright V-720-E engines, "A" condition. 

3 "  -Y~720-E2 engines, "A" condition. 

6 "  V-720—#4 engines, "A" condition. 
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DURATION RECORD FOR GLIDERS ESTABLISHED IN HAWAII 


Taking off from a »ineannle field near Kaneohe Bay at 2:35 ».m., Saturday, 
july 25th, 2nd Lieut. John C. Crain, Air Corps Reserve, a member of Wheeler 
field, Honolulu, T.H., established an unofficial world's glider record for sus- 
tained flight, landing at 7:12 a.m. Sunday, July 26th, after 16 hours and 38 
minutes in the air. 

The sailplane was constructed and designed by 2nd Lieut. William Cocke, 

Air Corps Reserve, of Wheeler Field. The glider was returned to Wheeler Field 
immediately after landing, where it is undergoing thorough inspection and over- 
haul prior to the International Glider Contest to be held on the Island of Oam 
during the month of October. It will be entered in this contest in an attempt 
to break the official glider record, 

The reason Lieut. Crain did not remain aloft a longer time was that he 
yas tired out. During the period from 3:30 ».m. Saturday and 5:00 a.m. Sunday, 
he flew through several rain storms, which added mach to his exhausted condi- 
tion and discomfort. He maintained an average altitude of 3,000 feet during 
the entire flight. 

Searchlights from the Coast Artillery Corps were used to illuminate the 
cliffs of the Nuuam Pali to prevent an accident to pilot or glider when chang- 
ing his course. The cooneration of the 64th Regiment of the Coast Artillery 
(a.4.) which furnished a battery of searchlights, under the efficient command 
of Captain Robert E. DeMerritt, was much appreciated by the Air Corps. Without 
these lights, the flight, under the existing weather conditions, would have 
been impossible. 

Chocolate bars, a canteen of cold coffee and a canteen of water were the 
only provisions carried by Lieut. Crain during the flight. Lieuts. William A. 
Cocke, Jr., and Wm. J. Scott were, with Lieut. Crain, the instigators and prine 
factors in this record flight, and their perseverance in the face of many dif- 
ficulties and discouragements is a credit to the entire Air Corps. 

--~000=——— 


15th OBS. SQUADRON PILOTS COMPLETE AERIAL GUNNERY 


Aerial gunnery practice for pilots and observers of the 15th Observation 
Squadron, Scott Field, Belleville, I11., was completed at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, 
Mich., on August 15th. Very creditable scores were hung up by a majority of 
the pilots and observers, even though it was necessary to rush most of them 
through the course because of the need for officers for other duties. 

Immediately following the completion of the shooting, lst Lieut. Frederick 
4. Johnson and 2nd Licwt. Irvin, R. Selby were selected to represent the Squad- 
ron at the Annual Matches at Langley Field, Va. Lieut. Johnson shot an excep 
tionally high score with the flexible guns, due principally to his remarkable 
work on ground targets. Lieut. Selby topped the pilots by a small margin over 
end Lieut. Herman F. Woolard, 5th Photo Section, who is attached to the 15th 
Squadron for training purposes. Lieuts. Johnson and Selby left for the Matches 
at langley Field on August 25th. 

——— 000mm 


AN AERIAL REVIEW FOR MAJOR GENERAL LASSITER 


‘Approximately 75 airplanes of various types participated in an Aerial 
Review at Wheeler Field, T.H., recently, for Major-General William Lassiter, 
who is to go on the retired list in the very near future. General Lassiter, 
Commanding the Hawaiian Devartment, together with Lieut.-Colonel Gerald C. 
Brant, Commanding the 18th Comosite Wing, Air Corps, first insvected the shins 
on the line, together with flying equipment and personnel, after which the 
aerial review was held, with Col. Brant leading the Wing Headquarters flight. 
General Briant H. Wells, Commanding the Haweiian Division, and General W.E. 
Cole, Commanding the Coast artillery Brigade, were also present at the review. 

~~-000--= 


Captain G.O. Strom, of the Swadish Royal Air. Force, vas a visitor at Wheeler 


Field recently while enroute to Japan. Uvon his arrival he was met by Lieut. 
LH. Tall, Air Corps, and conducted on a tour of inspection of all aeronautical 


activities in the Hawaiian Department. During his visit the usual courtesies by 


the Department Commander and the Wing. Commander were extended him, 
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LANGLEY FIELD PILOTS PARTICIPATE IN CHEMICAL WARFARE DEMONSTRATION 


Lieuts. Thomas L. Taylor and Ellis D. Shannon, 49th Bombardment Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., flew two’ A~3 planes to Edgewood Arsenal, Md., to aid ing 
Chemical Warfare demonstratioi. A 3-ship formation, led by Lieut. Reuben Hood, 
with Lieuts. Taylor and Shannon on the wing »ositions, laid the smoke and gas 
attack on the ground forces. This was accomplished by having smoke in one 
wing tank and assimilated gas of red dye in the other, thereby allowing the 
ships to lay their own smoke screen and dro» the gas at the same time. 

A colum of Infantry on the march, represented by officers of the Chemica) 
Warfare School, was surprised, and,before they could devloy sufficiently, were 
sprayed with the red dyes. After a check on the members having “red dye" on 
their "white shirts," it was found that the Air Corps had effected 80% casual- 
ties on the colum. 

The officers of the Chemical Warfare Service expressed much praise and 
admiration for the work done, saying that this was the most successful demon- 
stration ever staged. 





~--000~== 
LONG-RANGE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN IN HAWAII 


_ During the course of a flight by Lieut. E.W. Rawlings, acconanied by Tech, 
Set. Arthur Stolte, 11th Photo Section, to the Island of Maui in connection with 
the recent maneuvers of the 18th Composite Wing, Air Corps, many scenes were 
taken with the new K-10 camera which the.Section had just received. A picture 
was taken of Maalaea Airnort, showing the 56 nlanes of the Composite Wing on 
the ground, the largest number ever assembled in one group in the Hawaiian 
Islands. A victure was also obtained of the Islands of Molokai, Maui and Lanai, 
Others were taken of the Meuna Kea and Mauna Loa mountain ranges from an altitu 
of 11,000 feet. The distance of the »lane to Mauna Kea at the time the picture 
were taken was about 200 miles, which the News Letter Corresnondent believes is 
a record with standard equinment. 

---000——— 


FIRST MAJOR CRASH FOR S5OTH OBSERVATION SQDN. 


The 50th Observation Squadron stationed in Hawaii had their first major 
airplane crash since their organization in November, 1930. Lieut. Don Z. 
Zimmerman, with Staff Sgt. George M. Richard as passenger, crashed into the sant 
dunes at the low altitude bombing range bordering the Waimanalo Flying Field, 
The pilot received minor cuts and a svrained ankle, while Sgt. Richards receive 
bruises and a broken arm. ‘The shiv was comletely demolished. The fact that 
both men escaped with their lives is a tribute to the sturdy metal construction 
of the 0-19 Observation vlane. 

~--000=-— 


A NEW TYPE OF SQUADRON MASCOT 


Shortly before the Annual Maneuvers, the 11th Bomb. Squadron acquired a 
mascot in the form of a toy fox terrier. It was promptly dubbed "Condor" after 
the huge Curtiss "Condor" Eombers with which the Squadron is equipped. "Condor" 
accomoanied the organization on the Maneuvers and was probably the most photo- 

. graphed attendant thereat outside of the General Staff. 

"Condor" made the trip in the nose of No. 8, and his kennel was a small st 
box. His attention to his duties as mascot was efficient to such a degree that 
at times, even though there were several hundred other »vlanes at an airdrome té 
ing off and landing, his delicately trained ear could distinguish the differenc 
when GV 15705 started to sing their song prior to taking: off, and telling him t 
climb aboard. "Condor" arrived home with a record of some 110 hours in the ait 
and one forced landing, all duly authenticated in his personal Pilots4 Book by 
Lieut. W.L. Scott, Jr., the €-..-"ron Operations Officer. 

The Curtiss Co., through Mrs Harvey Ogden, recently ordered for "Condor" 4 
set of the finest harness and a special blanket. The Paramount Sound News re- 
cebtly sent their equipment to Rockwell Field to record the official »vresentatit 
of the new set of equipment to the Squadron Mascot, which included besides the 
blanket with name embroidered in gold*“the Squadron iasignia, a special paracimit 
Serial No. K-9-11. The speech of »resentation and commendation was made by Lt. 


Charles H. Howard, Squadron Commandor, ably assisted by Lieut. Scott. 
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88th SQUADRON PILCTS SHOW UP WELL AS AERIAL GUNNERS 


The completion of the aerial gunnery season by the 88th Observation Squad~ 
ron at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was marked by a qualification of 91% of the pilots 
participating therein. Out of 22 officers and one nonconmissioned officer who 
fired, le qualified as Expert Aerial Gunners, 8 as Aerial Sharpshooters and or 
as Aerial Marksman, wiz: 











Expert Aerial Gunners: Score Aerial Sharpshooters: score 
end Lt. D. T. Mitchell | 959 end Lt. J. M. Joplin 740 
end Lt. H. B. Fleming 925 end Lt. W. C. Bryan 736 
end Lt. R. I. Dugan | 919 2nd Lt. D. M. Kesler 726 
end Lt. S.0O. Ross 906 end Lt. F. A. Creech 716 
lst Lt. W. T. Ritchie 897 end Lt. G. L. Houle 693 
and Lt. C. S. Tidwell 890 lst Lt. GE. Rice 667 
end Lt. ©. H. Miller 860 Capt. FF. H. Pritchard 662 
end Lt. J. L. Jackson 855 - lst Lt. C. E. Shankle 652 
Master Sgt. C. L. Colby 846 
end Lt. J. H. Roe 828 © Aerial Marksman: 
Capt. L. P. Hickey 807 
end Lt. C. Stroh 797 end Lt. ¢.T. McKinnie 485 


Much difficulty was encountered with the gunnery this season, due to far- 
mers in this section having contracts with the Quartermaster to cut and bale 
the hay on the reservation. This made it necessary for the Squadron to turn 
out and start flying at 5:00 a.m., and finish firing at 8:00 a.m., so that the 
haymakers could have the freedom of the reservation to cut the hay. Needless 
to say, no one was very sore when it was all over and the personnel could sleep 
a few hours longer. 

; ---000---— 


MANZUVERS IN THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


The first complete concentration of Atlantic side troops at France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, occurred recently, when Department Headquarters announced 
the Field to be in danger of an attack by an imaginary enemy. ‘The alert call 
sounded at 2:00 a.m., and in a surprisingly short time the drone of motors was 
heard in the inky blackness above the hanzars as Observation, Pursuit and 
Bombing planes circled the Field in readiness for any emergency that might 
occur. In a short time the hum of motors was broken by the tramp, tramp of 
hundreds of feet and the barking commands of Company Commanders. The Coast 
Artillery,: Field Artillery and Infantry had arrived with full packs and fixed 
bayonets. These troops were followed by the Coast Artillery troops from Fort 
Sherman who arrived by water route. 

The two-starred 0-19-D of Major-General Preston Brown, piloted by end Lt. 
John W. Sessums, Jr., D.9.L., landed at France Field, with the aid of a drop 
flare, at 4:00 a.m. Division and Brigade Headquarters were established a few 
nimtes later, and General Brown commended the leadershiy and cooperation that 
carried out the maneuver with precision. No warning of the alert call had been 
given, and the vroblem had been completed without a hitch. 

---000--~ 


BOMBERS IN PHILIPPINES ARE WARMING UP 


"During the past month we have been svecializing in formation flying," 
Writes the Correspondent of the 28th Bombardment Squadron at Nimols Field, P.I. 
Amouncing that at the present writing the Squadron has ten B-3A Bombers assembl- 
ed and operating and that the remaining two are shortly expected, he goes on to 
say that "With 12 new Bombers, things are not so bad. More than half of our 
pilots have never flown Bombardment formations, and the new ones, we believe,are 
how convinced that it takes more skill, vatience, practice, hard work, and air 
discipline to fly good Bombardment formations than any of the other types. If 
you don't believe it, just try it. Our critiques after each formation are 
worthy of note. They used to sound like a ladies' bargain sale, but as yet no 
blood has been dram. However, considering the time and lack of Bombardment ex- 
perience of some of our vilots, our formations are getting quite 'hot' and our 
crit i ' it 

iques are getting 'cooler. 30%. y-6179, A.C. 





"Qur language is certainly composed of infinite vosgj. 
bilities," is a statement in the Chanute Field PROP Wasuy, 
coming from the Communications Section of the Air Corps 
Technical School. And further - "Not long ago we christe;. 
ed a female canine 'grid leak,’ and it is now rumored tha; 
several small 'resistances' are now connected in series 
with her, 

or, Rather a remarkable incident in connection with the 

‘i erash of the airplane from which Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, 

f Air Coros, of Selfridge Field, Mich., jumped on August 
Fas 6th last, was the condition of the radio installed in the 

A‘ Ship. Although the airplane was a total wreck, with 

practically nothing left of it which could be salvaged, the radio set with which 

it was equipped survived the crash. It was well shaken up when the plane hit 
the ground, but not even one tube was broken and, following some minor repairs, 
the radio set was serviceable again. 

—--000——— 

Lieut. Otto Wienecke, Assistant Operations Officer at Nichols Field, P.I,, 
is pretty good at solving juzzles. ‘the following radio was received -from. Lieut, 
Uzal G. Ent, Observer in Airplane No. 2, which was part of # formation flight 
wnich took off from Nichols Field not long ago: 

"9:03 WYR V Df2 Br SEND MOUNTED WHEEL AND ECESS ARYEYES AR YTOOLS TO 
MOUNT TOSTARST TUFE IMMEDIAEL YARK DT2 V WYR IMI." 

Lieut. Wienecke immediately dispatched a wheel and tire to Santa Fe to re 
pair No. 1 airplane which had blown a tire in landing at that place. Santa Fe 
is about 65 miles from Nichols Field in the heart of the Zambales Mountains. 
Slightly over three hours from the time the radio was received the airnlane was 
back home 0.K. 





---000-—— 
4A NEV RADIO SET FOR SCOTT FIELD OFFICERS!’ CLUB 


Air Corps Reserve officers of the Sixth Corns Area have again shown their 
anpreciation of the treatment accorded them while on two weeks' active duty at 
Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. Evidently, during their tour of duty they noted 
the absence of a radio set at the Officers! Club, for a few days ago, Lieut.- 
Col. John A. Paegelow received a letter stating that a radio set was on the 
way. The following day the set was received and installed in the club building, 
This set will fill the void ex»erienced at the club since the theft of the club 
radio last winter. ; : 

The letter of presentation from the Air Corms Officers' Association of the 
Sixth Corps Area is as follows: 

"Dear Col. Paegelow: 

The reserve officers who received their active duty training at Scott Field 
in the period from July 4 to July 18, 1931, take great pleasure in presenting 4 
Majestic Radio Set to the Officers! Club of your post. We take this means of 
showing our appreciation for the very wonderful and conscientious aid given by 
you, personally, and the officers and men of your command in making this camo 
one of the most successful we have ever attended. , 

The radio has been forwarded to the Officers' Club directly and I hope it 
will have reached its destination in good condition at the time this letter 18 
received, 

Again extending the aporeciation of the reserve officers for the wonderful 
hospitality of your officers directly in charge of our activities, I am 

Very resvectfully yours, 
John J. McLaughlin, 
Li., A.C. Reserve, 
Chairman of Special Committee. ; 

From the expression of axpreciation by the Scott Field officers,» this gift 
is most appropriate and will further cement the bond of cooperation ard friend- 
ship which exists between the Air Corps Regular and Reserve officers of this 


Corps Aree. 
~328- V-6179, 4.0. 
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MATERIEL DIVISION DEVELOPMENTS © 
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ICINERRING SECTION 


Conversion of Primary Training Types to Basic Training Types 

The Stearman YPT-9. and.Consolidated YLIP1-11 Primary Training airplanes 
yere tested with Wright J-6 and Pratt-Whitney Wasp Junior engines to determine 
their suitability for Basic Training types. 





 ATRPLANE BRANCH 


All-Metal Skin-Stressed Wing 

The conventional type of all-metal wing consists of an internal structure 
and a covering, the internal structure being designed to take the entire load. 
The coverin;; of the wing is so much dead weight, therefore, as far as the 
strength of the wing is concerned. This covering is in an ideal »vosition to 
contribute to this strength, inasimch as it is at the farthest point from the 
centerline or neutral axis, but it has not been utilized for this purpose be- 
cause of the difficulty of calculating the exact amount that it may be de ended 
on to contribute. As the result of a number of years of research, under the di- 
rection of Captain Carl F. Greene, a 55-foot all-metal wing has been designed 
and‘built, in which the covering of the wing is so disposed as to contribute a 
large share of the resistance to bending. This wing is considerably stronger 
for its weight than the usual cantilever wing. 





Study of Propellers for 1000 h.». engine 
4A study of two, three and four-blade propellers of wood, dural, hollow 
‘steel, and magnesium for 1000-h.p. engine with propeller speed of 1650 r.-.m., 
gear ratio of 3; 2 was made, A study is also being made of the vossible suit- 
ability of other gear ratios. 





The Air Corps Controllable Pitch Propeller 
This propeller las comoleted about 400 hours of flight testing on the 


‘Liberty~engined 0-2H. By allowing the most efficient engine speed at climbing 


and cruising speeds as well as high speed, this propeller results in improved 
performance and fuel economy. 


POWER PLANT BRANCH. 
Romec Fuel Pump 
This pump, of the sliding vane type, has satisfactorily completed 3566 
hours of endurance testing. : 





EQUIPMENT BRANCH 
«dl Radio Compass 
. The Kreusi Radio Compass has been tested at the Division. Tuning in ona 
local ‘broadcasting station at. about 100 miles distante and following the indica» 
tor, the airplane was brought directly over the transmitter. 


The Triangle Paracmte 

The first outstanding improvement on the present standard pack-type para- 
chute, which was developed at the Division directly following the war, is the 
triangle parachute, likewise evolved-under the direction of Major B.L. Hoffman. 
Qe corner of the triangle is left open in the form of a vent through which the 
air escapes from the parachute. ‘The escaning stream of air serves to oropel tke 
Parachute through the air at an appreciable horizontal velocity, which allows 
the wearer some control over his place of landing. ‘The triangle parachute has a 








_ lower rate of descent than any other 'chute, and it is practically free from 
: the usual swinging motion, . 
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ARMAMENT BRANCH 


Summary of Recent Developments 





U> to 1925, the armament in use by the Air Corys was a heritage of the Yar, 
It became evident, with the increasing performance of military airplanes, that 
improved armament would be necessary if the increased performance was to be uge. 
ful. The old Nelson synchronizing gear which functioned adequately on the 
Liberty engine failed to operate on the newer high-speed engines; the old tyne 
Scarff riti¢ mowmmt was inoperative at the higher air speeds of the newer airplan, 
Gun sights and bomb sizhts had to te compensated for higher speeds and altitudes 
and the time lag in the mechanically operated bomb rack had to be eliminated, 4 
the present time synchronizer gears are available which operate satisfactorily 
up to the highest diving. engine speeds; flexible gun mounts have been developed 
so that the gunner can sit at his work, and gun sights are compensated for air 
soeed. The electrically operated bomb rack siiiibaton the time lag of the old 
mechanically operated rack and allows selective or salvo control at will. Rlly 
compensated bomb signts which are operable at altitudes beyond the effective 
range or anti-aircraft fire, and enclosed bomb racks for fa 1st bombers are nov 
available. 


LIGHTER-THAN-AIR BRANCH 
' Hydraulic Balloon Winch 

The type A-6 balloon winch, which uses a hydraulic infinitely variable tran. 
mission in »nlace of the older gear transmission, has been tested and has result- 
ed in mich greater flexibility anc. ease of control than were possible with the 
gear transmission. The engine is set to operate at a constant speed, the speed 
of the winch being controlled entirely by variation in the ratio of the trans- 
mission. The transmission consists of a hydraulic pwop and a hydraulic motor, 
The pump is driven from the engine, and by varying” its disvlacement it is nos- 
sible to vary the syveed ratio. 


TECHNICAL DATA BRANCH. 
The Air Corps Museum é 

At the present time the Air Coros Museum at the Materiel Division is being 
extended and improved. Larger quarters have been obvained, and the old exhibits 
are being renovated and rearranged. A very comprehensive exhibit of war-time 
and ‘post-war airplanes and engines is on hand, and it is »lanned to have ex 
hibits which will mark the progress of all kinds of aeronautical development, 4 
study is being made of the management and arrangement of industrial and tech- 
nical museums throughout the coumiry so that the Air Corps Museum will be amongst 
the best of its Kind. The engineer will be able to go there to see the actual 
state of his art at different times during the past, and to get a graphic illus- 
tration of developments of the past, both successful and unsuccessful. 





SERVICE DEVELOPMENTS 


Blind Flying and Its Develonments. 

(Abstract of a paper by Major Wm. C. Ocker, Kelly Field, and Lt. Carl J. 
Crane, Brooks Field, read before the American Society of Mechanical Engineers). 

Major William C. Ocker, one of the old timers of the Air Corps, is the 
pioneer investigator of blind flying. It was he who first analyzed the innos- 
sibility of flying by "feel" without visual reference, and who set about »rov- 
ing it to the Air Corps, using a. revolving: chair with a hood over it, having in 
struments in the hood. ' 

In this paver he'exolains the action of the seat of the sense of balance 
and Cirectiou in the membranous labyrinth-of the inner ear, and how, if one is 
turnin;; in a certain di _rection gitnous: visual reference, a diminution of rate 
of tvrn will give the illusion o* having stopved or begun to turn in the onpo- 
site direction. He gives numerous examples of the inability of skilled pilots 
to fly straight while flying blind, due to this vhenomenon. A new instrument 
is described, called the:"Flight Integrator," which is intended to supply the 
normal type of visual reference while flying tlind. It consists of a small 
endless screen with scenegy painted on it, and with a small image of an air- 
plane mounted in front of it after the manner of the artificial horizon. ‘The 
screen is connected to a small motor, which is actuated by a turn indicator s0 
that the scenery moves by in a realistic manner when the aircraft turns, thus 
giving the pilot a normal sensation of turn. The image of the: wei r9 is iM 
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vated by a.normal artificial horizon mechanism. Air speed and altitude meters 
are mounted with the instrument, giving the vilot all the essential information 
at one Glance. The great reduction in fatigue that results from the substitu- 
tion of normal reflex stimuli in place of the unnatural instrument flying can be 
ayoreciated, The authors describe an exxeriment which has been conducted, in 
which two student pilots have been instructed to fly without ever having seen 
out of an airplane, doing all their flying by instruments. They emphasize the 
necessity for the blind flying training regardless of the skill and experience 
of the pilot. 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
The Autogiro 
While not adayted to combat yurzoses, the autogiro has attracted a great 

deal of attention in this country recently, and it promises to have a great 
future commercially and for »orivate use, It is the invention of Juan de la 
Cierva, who has been working on its development since 1920. It became a racti- 
cal flying machine at the time when the articulated rotor was first apolied to 
it, anc the American contribution of a starting gear, so that the rotation of 
the rotor can be started by the engine of the machine has removed the most seri- 
ous objection that applied to its wides read use. As is well known, the rotor 
is not driven by the engine except when the starter is being used, rotation being 
automatically maintained so long as the rotor is sunporting the weight of the 
machine. The rotor blades are not fixed to the hub, but are articulated so that 
they are free to fold wo like an umbrella. When in flight they assume at all 
times an angle which is the resultant between the centrifugal and lift forces. 
It is therefore impossible for the blade to transmit a sudden increase of lift 
without flapping unward, or to decrease its lift suddenly without flapping dow- 
ward. Thus the difference in lift between the blade which is advancing into the 
relative wind and that which is traveling rearward, is »recisely compensated by 
the resultant flapping which takes place. It is equally impossible to transmit 
sudden high accelerations to the body of the machine through the rotor, the auto- 
matic increase in coning angle under increased lift acting as a shock absorber, 
For the avoidance of gyroscopic effect the blades are articulated so that they 
are free to move back and forth a limited amount in the wlane of rotation. The 
limitation of this movement is effected by cables which connect the four blades, 
and which are attached to the blades by common hydraulic shock absorbers such 

as are used on automobiles. 

The autogiro is capable of almost vertical descent, but not of vertical 
ascent. It is davable of taking off in a very small distance, however, and of 
climbing at a very low forward speed slong a imich steeper vath than the usual 
airplane. It is also canable of turns of very short radius; in fact it can be 
practically stopped in midair, turned through any desired angle almost on the 
spot, and started again in the new direction. In cannot s yin or stall, and is 
inherently stable under all conditions of flight. ‘The »verformance is consider- 
ably less than that of an airplane of comoarable weight and power. 

The Northruy "Reta"! 

A smaller companion to the well-lnowm "Alvzha," this airplane is one of the 
nost advanced in design of the recent productions. It is a low-wing cantilever 
monorlane of all-metal construction covered with smooth Alclad. It has two open 
cockpits, and a streamlined lending gear. With the Menasco air-cooled inverted 
6-cylinder engine of 165 h.»., it is resorted to have a seed range of 48-175 
miles per hour. ; . 





FORZIGN DEVELOPMENTS 
FRANCE ke imonere 
: Long-Range Airplanes 
Probably the most interesting aircraft that have been »roduced recently in 
France have been the series of machines built to attack the records for duration 
and distance, They are all monovlanes vowered with the Hispano-Suiza engine,and 
they represent the highest mark of weight-carrying ability combined with perform 
eed that has yet been achieved. They have already broken the records for dura- 
tion without refueling, for duration and distance over a closed course with loads 
* 500, 1000, and 2000 kilograms, and they are to be used in an attempt to break 
the records for duration and distance in a straight line, records now held for 
France by the Breguet 19, "Question Mark." 
The Hleriot 110 
This is an all-wood high win; monovlane, with a wire-braced wing and a mono- 
aia ~S3l- V-6179, A.C. 

















coque fuselage of elliptical form. It is equinned with a 600-h.». Hispano en- 
gine, ungeared metal propeller, and normal landing carriage and tail surfaces, 
In this machine was established a record of 75 hr. 22 min. duration, which gtoq4 
until the recent 84—hr. flight of Messrs. Lees and Brossy in a Packard-Diese]. 
engined Bellanca. The Bleriot 110 has a span of 86 feet, a total weizcht of 
16,000 lbs., of which 10,000 is useful load, has a maximum speed of 132 MeDoh,, 
and carries 1820 gallons of fuel. Its theoretical maximum range in still air j, 
said to be 7500 miles, and its ceiling with full load is 6500 feet. 

The Dewoitine D-33 . 

An all-metal, low-wing cantilever monoplane, this machine is entirely dis. 
ferent from the Bleriot described above. It has a 650 h.p. Hispano engine driy. 
ing an ungeared metal propeller. Its total weight at the take-off for its re. 
cord flight was 20,000 lbs., of which 13,200 lbs. was the disvosal load. It 
carries 2100 gellons of fuel; 795 gallons of fkél were sealed off to make a loaj 
of 2000 kg. (4410 lbs.) with which load the airplanc remained in the air for % 
hours and 17 minutes. 

The Dewoitine D-33 is particularly interesting from a structural stand- 
point, having a tapered, unbraced, all-metal wing of 91-foot span with an aspect 
ratio of almost 10, having only a moderately thick section. ‘The wing has a 
single spar, and it is said that its construction was made possible only after 
an exhaustive study of tortional characteristics. The fuselage is of semi- 
monocoque construction, likewise all-metal, anc it has an enclosed cabin. It 
is of very clean design, with rather small cross section, and it looks distiuct- 
ly small in comparison with the gigantic wing. ‘The undercarriage and tail are 
normal. The performance has not been announced, but it is believed to be un- 
usually good. 

The Bernard 80-GR ,; 

This airplane is an unbraced, middle-wing monoplane, of very clean desig, 
having the Hispano 650 h.». engine. ‘The construction is of wood, and the wing 
and fuselage are covered with »lywood. ‘The landing gear is highly streamlined, 
and of very wide track. The machine has the same empty weight as the. Dewoitine 
D-35, but it carries somewhat less load, and with a slightly smaller wing area 
it has a hicher sveed. ‘The span is 80 feet, the wing area 750 sq. ft., the 
weight empty 6800 lbs., loaded 18,800 lbs. It has a high speed of 153 m.p.h., 
which is most remarkable for the weight and power of the machine. It was used 
to break the record for distance over a closed course, covering 5560 miles in 
59 hours and 14 mimtes, thus breaking the record set by the longer flying, tut 
slower, Bleriot 110. It was forced dow with 3 hours of fuel left in the tanks, 
due to evanoration of the cooling water. ‘The fuel casacity is 1980 gallons. 

(Note: It is renorted that the Dewoitine D-33 has since broken this distance 
record by traveling 6510 miles over a closed course in 71 hours, 13 minutes. ) 


GREAT BRITAIN. 





The Parnall Parasol Research Mononlane 


One of the most vexing problems of aerodynamic research is the presence of 
"scale effect," which is a difference of more or less indeterminate magnitude 
which exists between small-model wind tunnel tests and the full-sized article. 
Many means of offsetting this effect have been used, notably the full-sized tu- 
nel and the high-pressure (variable density) tunnel of the 1.A.C.A. ‘There have 
also been numerous attempts at towing full-sized airfoils under an air lane yand 
measuring the force reactions directly, The Parnall Parasol research monoplané 
is a straightforward attempt at a solution of this >roblem, consisting of a nom 











mal airslane fuselage, power »lant, and tail, w20n which is mounted a single 
Wing, the mounting being so constructed that the forces of lift and drag can be 
measured in flight. ‘The complete wing structure has a small amount of freedom 
which is normally restrained by a dynamometer, which measures the resultant 
wing force. In addition to allowing certain scale-effect comparisons, this 
machine can also be used to coordinate wing characteristics that are difficult 
to determine in wind tunnel tests. It will undoubtedly be an economical mode 


of research, since its first cost and uokeep will be much less than those of a 
Wind tunnel, or 


5 s e ry Te 
The airnlane is normal in all respects, being a two-seater with a gsuperchaly 


ed Armstrong-Siddely "Lynx" engine of 220 h.o. It weighs 2900 lbs. loaded, and 
has a sneed range of 50 to 120 miles per hour, 
R The Pobjoy "ki" Engine 
This is a very small 7~cylinder air-cooled radial engine with spur reduc 


tion gearing, ‘The bore and stroke are 3 and 3-3/8 inches, giving a displacens! 
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of 174 cubic inches. It develops 75 &.>. at 3000 r.o.m. (1400 r..m. of the 
el. propeller) and 85 h.v. at 3500 r.p.m. (1540 r.o.m. o- the proveller) for a 
i weight of only 180 lbs. and an overall diameter of 25% inches. 
wis ; The R-101 Report 
Tue unanimous decision of the Board of Inquiry, headed by Sir John Simon, 
was that the loss of the R~101 was the result of a sudden loss of gas from a 
dif. forward container. Elaborate tuecoretical analyses were made using the data 
drive gathered from wind tunnel tests and what few full-size tests that had been con- 
ree ducted, and the probable flight path of the ship just betore it struck the 
t ground was calculated, using the assumptions set forth in the report, with very 
load good agreement with the observed facts. It is believed that a sudden ripoing of 
r 8 a forward gas bag was superimposed on a serious ‘loss of gas that occurred during 
the flight because of the chafing of the gas bags against the structure, and the 
" opening of the valves as the ship rolled, etc. 
spect The R-101 was a very heavy ship, the structure, although sound, was consi- 
derably over weight, and the Diesel engines weighed almost ten pounds ver horse- 
ter power. The engines were planned with aluminum crankcases, but technical diffi- 
culties made it immossible to vroduce them in time, so that cast steel was used, 
Tt resulting in a great increase of weight. Torsional vibration made it impossible 
incte to run the engines at the speed »lanned. Just before the flight to India, on 
are which the crash took place, the ship was lengthened by the addition of a new bay 
he in the center, and the gas bags were all somewhat enlarged, which resulted in 
7 their chafing against the structure. Inadequate flight tests were conducted af- 
ter the enlargement of the ship, and the flight to India was undertaken for 
in, political reasons, acainst the judgment of the inspectors and the technical men. 
ing It has been pointed out that a heavy airshin, being flow nose up to compensate 
ned, for the loss of static lift by an increase in dynamic lift, very suddenly reach- 
tine ed a point where the dynamic lift ceases to increase with ‘increase in the angle 
ica of attack, and the ship dives much after the manner of an airplane stalling. 

Dr. Eckener, famous pilot of the Graf Zeppelin, pointed out that a change 
be, of watch took place just before the wreck and that the new coxswain did not real- 
aéd ize how close the ship was to the limit of. dynamic lift. 
i 
but 
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tance loaded.- ------= 3203 1b. 

.) Ce => -- 7 2580 lb. 
fuelfand oil - - - - 448 1b. (70 U.S. 
military load and gal. gas) 
pilot ------- 375 1b. 

e of Speed at 15,000 feet 215 m.p.h. 

de Climb to 20,000 feet 9 min.40 sec. 
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} The official figures -on-this aircraft have jusi been released for ‘publica- 
chal tion by the British Air Ministry. They are as recorded above, 
and Qn the basis of these figures, the British claim to have the highest per- 
formance service military airplane in the world. 
Accident Statistics in the R.A.F. 
From elie. ‘Ist of January to tie 19th of May, there were 45 deaths and 39 
injuries in the R.A.F. alone. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS EFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Rockwell Field, Calif.: Captain Harold M. 
McClellan and lst Lieut. Harold Brand, Office Chief of the Air Corps. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Captain Harvey H. Holland, lst Lieut. Win. B. Clarke, 
end Lieuts. Budd J. Peaslee, Hoyt L. Prindle and Edgar R. Todd, from Hawaiian 
Department; Captain Harold H. George and 1st Lieut. A.Y. Smith from Panama 
Canal Devt. 

To San Antonio Air Devot; lst Lieut. David J. Ellinger, from Panama; Capt, 
Warner B. Gates from Primary Flying School, Brooks Field. 

To Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.:; 2nd Lieut. Hush F. McCaffery, Mitchel ma, 

To Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; 2nd Lt. James L. Jackson, from Fort Sill,for 
duty with Air Corps Detachment. 

To Mather Field, Calif.; 2nd Lt. Mark D.S. Steenson, from Hawaii. 

To Fort Sill, Okla.: Major John N. Reynolds, from Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Md., for duty as Instructor at Field Artillery School. 

To Boston, Mass.: lst Lt. Bennett E. Meyers, Wright Field, to Babson 
Institute for duty as etulent. 

To Long Beach, Calif.; lst Lt. John K. Nissley, for duty with Orgenized 
Reserves, 9th Corps Area. (From Rockwell Field). 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major George E. Lovell, Jr., Langley Field, for 
duty as student at Air Corps Tactical School. 

To Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio: lst Lieut. Fred E. Woodward, from Hawaiian 
Department. 

To Fairfield Air Devot, Ohio: lst Lt. Patrick W. Timberlake, from Panama, 

To Panama Canal Dept; (Sailing Jan. 7, 1932): lst Lieut. Cecil E. Henry, 
from Selfridge Field; (Sailing jan. 16, 1932) lst Lieuts. Cornelius E.0'Comnor, 
March Field; George E. Rice, Post Fields; Wm. L. Scott, Jr., Rockwell Field, 

To Hawaiian Department; lst Lt. Fred C. Fishback, Chanute Field; end Lt, 
Emmett F. Yost, Selfridge Field; lst Lieuts. Wm. 0. Fareckson and Iuther §, 
Smith, Kelly Field; lst Lts. John V. Hart and Donald G. Stitt, March Field; 2d 
Lieut. Charles H. Earnest, Brooks Field. 

To Philinnines: Capt. James F, Doherty, Fort Crockett, sailing 11-4~31, 

fo Air Corps Training Center: Captain Arthur E, Easterbrook, from Philip 
pines. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE ATR CORPS: 2nd Lieuts. John L. Pauley, Jr., 
to Srd Cavalry, Fort Snelling, Minn.; Edward L. Rhodes to Cavalry School, Ff. 
Riley, Kansas; John W. Joyes, Jr., to 25th rr: Fort Huachuca, Arizona; 
John F. Greco, to Field Artillery, 2nd Div. , Ft Hous exas; O! Neill 

.K. Kane to 12th Cavalry, Fort Ringgold, Texas; Borne ay a entry %6 Beth fat, 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lt. Ashton M. Haynes, Fieia Artillery, and 
to Air Corps Training Center, Randolph Field, for flying training. 

PROMOTIONS: To Cantain, rank from Sept. 1, 1931 - 1st Lieuts. James 1. 
Curry, Jr., Wm. B. Souza, Alfred Lindeburg, Josenh A. Wilson, Clements McMullen, 
Ames S. Albro; rank from Sept. 3d, lst Lt. Milo McCune; rank from Sept. 8th, 
lst Li. Charles McK. Robinso:. 












































Orders assigning 2nd Lt. Merrill D. Burnside, Iangley Field, to Chamte 
Field, revoked. 
--~000-—— 


DHATH OF LIEUT. EUGENE C. BATTEN 


The death of lst Lieut. Eugene C. Batten, Air Corps, at Walter Reed General 
Hospital on Se tember 12th, re-oved from the ranks of the Air Corps one of its 
veteran pilots, who entered the service during the World War. Lieut. Batten was 
born on June 6, 1897, in New York City, and was commissioned in the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, on May 11, 1918, as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

An excellent flyer, Lieut. Batten served for several years as a test > ilot 
at the Engineering Division, McCook Field, Ohio. He waged a plucky but losing 
fight for his life against an affliction which brought him to the Walter Reed 
General Hospital on several occasions. Each time he was discharged from the 
hospital, axsparently cured through Radium treatment, until his last visit. 

The death of Lieut. Batten is a distinct loss to the Air Corps, as well as 
the entire Army, The News Letter sends its deep sympathy to his sorrowing 
family and many friends. 
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MAJOR ROYCE PRESENTED WITH MACKAY TROPHY 


The presentation of the Mackay Trophy to Major Ralph Royce, Air Oorps,for 
his leadership in connection with the most outstanding and meritorious flight 
achievement by the Army Air Corps during the year 1930, took »lace on the morn- 
ing of September 17th in the Office of the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant 
Secretary of War for Aeronautics. 

In January, 1930, the First Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
yich., under the command of Major Royce, was subjected to a most severe test 
during a most strenuous long-distance flight from its home station to Spokane, 
fash., and return. ‘The flight was made in the dead. of winter, and was marked 
frequently by snowstorms and other bad flying conditions. Its successful con- 
clusion furnished the Army Air Corps with valuable information as to the ability 
of the piloting personnel to withstand rigorous winter conditions during long- 
distance cross-country flights and very useful data on the behavior of flying 
equipment under such handicaps. 

Operating under zero weather conditions, the work of the First Pursuit 
Group was most meritorious, and the leadership of Major Royce served as an in- 
spiration to Air Corps versonnel who might in the future be called upon to fly 
under the adverse conditions such as were encountered by members of this so- 
called "Arctic Patrol Flight." 

The Mackay Tronhy is awarded annually to the officer or officers of the 


‘United States Army who have made the most meritorious flight of the year. The 


frophy is now of 18 years standing, being resented by Mr. Clarence Mackay in 
1912 to the Aero Club of America. It is now in the custody of the National 
Aeronautic Association, successor to the Aero Club of America. The first 
award. of the Trophy, made in 1912, went to Lieut. (now Lieut.-Colonel) Henry H. 
Arnold, Air Corps. It was last awarded to Captain Albert W. Stevens, Air Corps, 
for his outstanding accomplishments in altitude and long-range aerial photo- 
graphy. 

Major Royce is at present serving as a member of the War Department General 
Steff in Washington, 

—-=000——— 


‘ GOOD SOCORES MADE IN AERIAL GUNNERY AND BOMBING MATCHES 


A total of 25 teams from the various Air Corps organizations stationed 
within the continental limits of the United States and from the Panama Canal 
Zone recently completed the annual test in firing machine guns and dro vpoing 
bombs at Langley Field, Va. 

To the bombing team of Lieut. Robert T. Cronau (pilot) and Lieut. Merrill 
D. Burnside (Observer), Air Corps, belongs a new record in bombing competition. 
Dropxing bombs from altitudes of 5,000 amd 8,000 feet, this team secured 1894 
points out of a possible score of 2,000 in the Aerial Gunnery and Bombing 
Matches. These Matches have been held at Langley Field since 1925, and the 
score credited to Lieuts. Cronau and Burnside is the highest ever made in the 
Bombardment Match. 

Lieut. David D. Graves, 95th Pursuit Scdn., Rockwell Field, Calif., was 
the winner of the Pursuit Match. Firing fixed guns at both ground and +ow tar- 
gets and dropping bombs from low altitudes, he scored 7553 points out of a 
maximum score of 1550. 

In the competition for Observation and Attack vilots, constituting the 
firing of fixed guns at both ground and tow targets and bombing from low alti- 
tudes, Lieut. Irving R. Selby, of Scott Field, I11., was high gun with a score 
of 656 out of a possible mark of 1350. 

‘Lieut. John K. Poole, of Crissy Field, Calif., won the Observers' Match 
With a score of 6573. This event calls for a maximum score of 1350, the Observer 


: firing flexible guns at both ground anc tow targets. 


Even though the scores made in the events for Pursuit Pilots, Observation 
and Attack Pilots, and Observers, arypear to be weil below the maximum attain- 
able, they are in reality excellent scores and well above the average. The 
mleuvering of aircraft at varying speeds, the uncertainty of atmoszheric condi- 
tions, and other factors entering into aerial gumery work constitute handicaps 
and hazards which tend to make the scoring of high marks practically impossible. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIFLDS 
--000-- 


7th Bombardment Group, Rockwell. Field, Calif., Aug. 18th; 





Rockwell Field was relatively inactive since the return of the 7th Bon- 
bardment Group from the Annual Air Corps Maneuvers. Motors and ships were 
thoroughly checked and overhauled, and scheduled flying was reduced to a min. 
imum, 

The personnel of the post took advantage of this short let-up by talking 
leaves and furloughs. However, there are still enough of the home guard on: 
hand to extend a cordial welcome to any visiting pilots who drop in, 

Lieut. R.K. LeBrou recently ferried a Sikorsky Amphibian from Mitchel 
Field to this station, The Sikorsky was designated as the Alert ship for the 
7th Bombardment Group; being always in readiness to render aid to any ship whig, 
may be forced down in the ocean in this vicinity. 

All pilots are being checked out as rapidly as possible and it will not be 
long before we can enter competition with our Naval neighbors. 

Miss Etta Eleanor Buchanan, daughter of Mr. and Mrss David Buchanan, of 
San Diego, and Lieut. Harold W. Bowman, A.C., were united in marriage at the 
First Baptist Church of San Diego on July eleventh. 

The ceremony was marked by its simplicity and impressiveness. Miss Bucha. 
an was attended by her sister while Lieut. Erhart ©. Koerper acted as best man, 
A small reception for the bridal party and the immediate families was held at 
the home of the bride's parents following the wedding. Immediately thereafter 
the bride and groom left for a month's honeymoon in the Pacific Northwest, 

Lieut. Bowman is a member of the 11th Bombardment Squadron, having served 
with that organization for the past two years. MWe welcome Mrs, Bowman to our 
midst and join in wishing them both all the happiness in the world, 

Rockwell Field is extremely pround of the records made by members of its 
personnel in the Army Tennis Championships, as well as the Annual Leech Cup 
Matches which were recently brought to a conclusion in the east, 

Lieut. S.K. Robinson, a member of. the Ninety-Fifth Pursuit Squadron, played 
brilliant tennis to defeat Lieut. D.D. Hedekin of the Infantry for the Army Sin- 
gles Championship, Lieut. J.N. Stone, also of the Ninety-fifth, paired with 
Lieut. Robinson to win the Army Doubles Championship; defeating Majors J.E, Hills 
and Leland Hobbs, 

In the Leech Cup Matches, Pvt. Dolf E. Muehleisen of Hars. 7th Bombardment 
Group, played No. 1 man for the Army and won his match in decisive style from 
the Navy's top player. Lieut. Robinson and Pvt. Muehleisen teamed to make the 
first doubles team for.the Army and, as a result of playing superb tennis, they 
are the present doubles champions of the service world,. 

During the past month promotions among the personnel on the field of the 
first three grades were as follows: Tech. Sgt. Andrew May, 95th Pursuit Sq, 
was promoted to the grade of Master Sergeant and transferred to the 11th Bomb, 
Sq. to fill the vacancy of the late Master Sergeant Joseph Huf who passed away 
the 24th of May. Tech.Sgt. John Chowaniec, 95th Pursuit Sq. was promoted to 
the grade of Master Set. 

Staff Sgts. Peder Berg, Victor Waytulonis and Thomas J, Baldwin, 11th Bomb, 
Sq.,were promoted to Tech, Sgts. and transferred to the 95th Pursuit Sa. 

Sgts. Dooley, McPheter, Merrick and Kerr, 11th Bomb. Sq. moved to Staff 
Sgt. to fill vacancies created by transfer of personnel to the new organizations 
being formed at March Field, 

Among those taking up new residence at March Field were Tech.Sgt. Don Hana- 
ford and Staff Sgt. Epley, llth Bomb. Sq.; Staff Sets.White, Capps and Akins, 
95th Pursuit Sq., also Master Sgt. Deckman and Tech Sgt. Arnold of the same or- 
ganization, Sgts. Ladd and Adams, 95th and Sets. Birk and Glover, 76th Service 
Sq., were also promoted to the grade of Staff Set. 

The 7th Bomb. Group baseball team, under the able direction of Lieut. Mills, 
Post Athletic Officer, and Sgt. Silva of the llth Bomb. Sq., enjoyed marked suc- 
cess in their games with San Diego and Coronado teams. 

They proved themselves gluttons for punishment in their last two games, 13 
and 15-inning contests, respectively. They dropped the 13-inning contest to the 
U.S. Navy Destroyer Base by the close score of 3 to 2, 

On Aug. 14th, they defeated the U.S.S. Holland team in a torrid 15-inning 
contest in which they snatched victory at the last moment by scoring 2 runs in 
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the 15th inning. 

The team is a member of the San Diego Summer League and has been playing 
some great ball, although they have been getting tough breaks right along. 
They have met and defeated sou> cf the best of the Navy teams about San Diego, 
and will try conclusions with the strong March Field team in the very near 
future. 


flight "B", 16th Obs. Sq., Lawson Field, Ft.Benning,Ga.,Auz.17th: 





Flight "B" returned to normalcy last week with the return of our last over- 
hauled O-25A. The training program under Lieut. Skow, Operations Officer, is 
going forward with mich gusto, 

On Aug. 8th, Lieut. Leitner returned from Dayton, ferrying an 0-254. On 
Mugs ‘13th, Lieut. Holland ferried the remaining 0-254. 

Orders were received here relieving Licut. C.H. Leitner, Air-Res., from ex~ 
tended active duty, effective October 23, 1931. 

The work beautifying our surroundings continues, the most noteworthy addi- 
tion being the building of a very artistic fountain and goldfish pond. 

Golf continues to be the most popular summer diversion, closely seconded 
by swimming. Ft, Benning boasts very good facilities for both, and the offi- 
cers Of Flight "B" are not slow to take advantage of them. 

Major Ira A. Rader (A.C. Instructor at the Infantry School) along with his 
family, is spending the summer -4 Tybee Beach, on Academic leave, 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Aug, 15th: 





En route by airplane from the West Coast to Wachington, D.C., Brig.-Gen. 
Benjamin D. Foulois, Asst. Chief of the Air Corps, accompanied by Maj. W.G. 
Kilner, of the Office of the Asst. Secretary of War, arrived at Kelly Field 
lug. 2d, for'a three-day visit to local Air Corps activities, General Foulois 
paid a visit to this Depot on Aug. 4th, and was a guest at the luncheon given 
in connection with the regular monthly conference of station representatives 
held at the Depot on that date on supply and maintenance in the Depot's Area, 
luring his ‘stay, Major Kilner was the house guest of Lieut.-Col. Robins, Com- 
mnding Officer of the Depot. 

Lieut.-Cols, C.L. Eastman, of the Office of the Chief Signal Officer, Wash- 
ington, D.C., and WE. Prossér, Signal Officer of the Eighth Corps Area, recent- 
ly made an informal call on the Commanding Officer of this Depot and while here 
were interested in looking over our Depot Supply activities. 

Traveling in a BT-2B plane, Capt. Hugh A. Bivins of the Fairfield Ohio Air 
Depot, accompanied by Mr. C.W. Rawlings of the Engineering Department of that 
Depot, were visitors here on temporary duty for the purpose of observing our 
shop methods and systems, arriving on Aug. 10th and departing on the 13th for 
Waxwell Field, Ala. 

Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., Supply Officer, and Warrant Officer A.R. Trabold, 
of this Depot, made a trip to the A.C. Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, 
to attend the conference held there, regarding the procedure for the consolida- 
we of the Air Corps Station Supply and the Depot Supply Departments of this 
epot, 

Capt. Wm. F. LeBaron and 2nd Lieuts, Arthur S. Graham and John F, Hardie, 
A.C, Res., all business men of San Antonio, Texas, availed themselves of 14- 
days' active duty training at this Depot during the first part of August, 

The Engineering Department of this Depot overhauled and repaired the fol- 
lowing airplanes and engines during the month of July, 1931:- 

Airplanes overhauled: 1 A-3, 2 A-3B, 1 O-2H, 2 O-19B, 1 P-1D, 1 Pw-9D, 

5 BI-1, 5 PT-3A, 2 PT-3. Total 20. 

Hareiinnes repaired: 1 A-3B, 1 LB-6, 2 LB-7, 4 0-2H, O-19B, 2 0-190, 
20-38, 1 DH-4M-2T, 1 BT-2B, 2 Pq-3, 1 C-9, Total 20. 

adsion overhauled: 20 Curtiss D-12, 26 Wright J-5, 7 Wright J-S6, 19 
lasp. Total 72, 

Engines repaired: 8 Libort:-, 4 Curtiss D-l2, 1 Wright J-5. Total 13, 


Sen Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Ficld,Texas, Aug, 3lst: 





Maj. J.H. Pirie of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, while in this 


Vicinity, visited this Depot on Aug. 31st and conferred with the Commanding 
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Officer on various Mav ters. Maje Pirie was formerly in command of this Derot, 
and greeted old friends: here while on this visit. 

Capt. Charles E. Branshaw, was transferred from this Depot to Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., for duty, on Aug. 19th, and departed on a three months! 
leave of absence before proceeding tolis new assignment. Capt. Broashaw vag 
on duty here from Jan. 13, 1929, as Chief Engineer Officer, and also had a pre. 
vious tour of duty at the Depot for a number of years, The Depot will miss 
Capt. and Mrs.: Branshaw and their son and daughter, and extends to them heart- 
iest wishes for happiness at their new station. ~ 

Lieut. D.H. Dunton, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, on a toy 
of technical inspootion of various Air Corps activities in this vicinity, visit. 
ed this Depot on Aig, 24th and 25th in this connection, 

Licut, James L, Jackson of the 88th Observation Sqe, Ft.Sill, Okla., was, 
visitor at the Depot on Aug, 15th, ferrying an 0 0-198 airplane heaele to his home 
station, 


France Ficld, Panama. Canal Zone, Aug. 19th: 





With the departure of Lieut.-Col. James A, Mars for duty as Commanding 0f- 
ficer of the A.C. Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., Major LG, 
Heffernan, formerly in command of the Panama Air Depot, assumed command of 
France Field. Major Lewis ad, srereton took over.the command of the Panama Mir 
Depot, and lst Lieut. David J. Ellinger, former Personnel Adjutant, assumed the 
Adjutant's duties, relieving Maj. E.B. Lyon who recently completed his tour of 
foreign service, 

Although the field continues at full strength, the number of old faces is 
rapidly diminishing both among the commissioned and enlisted personnel. Not 
only are new men arriving in large numbers, but transfers from other branches 0 
the service are being made in an unusually large number of cases, 

Carrying a determined and optimistic complement of officers, three 0-19('s 
and a P-12 took off for Langley Field, Va., to attend the annual Gunnery Match- 
es, Chosen from various organizations, they are representative of the highest 
scores in gunnery practice made at France Field, viz: end Lieut. C.A.Harring- 
ton, 24th Pursuit Sq.; lst Lieut. S.M. Bevans and Staff Sgt. P.D. Reilly, (Me- 
chanic) 44th Obs.Sq.; lst Lieut, R.D. Bisgs, 63d Service Sq.; lst Lieut, RE, 
Nugent and 2nd Lieut, D.ii. Buckman, 25th Bomb.Sq.; and end Lieut. Jews Sessums, 
Jr., D.O.Le, Quarry Heights, C.Z,. 

An experiment conducted by the Health Department of the’ Canal Zone, with 

he cooperation of France France, has proven that in the future Bombers may 
play an important part in the extermination of mosquito larvae in the depart- 
ment. 

In conducting the experiment, three dozen pans contdning the larvae of in- 
fectious mosquitoes were set: out in the swamps. The experiment plot covered 
two square miles and two flights were necessary to complete the test, A solu- 
tion of pulverized dried clay and Paris Green was placed in vats and loaded in 
a B-3A. A special funnel was constructed to be used in the "dusting" process, 
After covering the experimental plot with the Paris Green mixture, it was found 
that 86 percent of the infectious larvae had been killed. ‘The new plan has 
worked out so successfully that the Health Department may adopt this method of 
keeping down mosquitces, esvecialliy in the districts where it is almost impos- 
sible to spread oil. 

The close of the basketball season found France Field nosed out of first 
place by one game’ in the Atlantic Side Army-Navy League. Ft. Randolph captured 
the Gold Coast title, due to the defeat of the airmen by Ft.Davis. 

Despite the fact that France Field held the All-Isthmus title last year, 
the two-year bill so depleted the ranks of experienced cagers that this year's 
defeat for the title may to some extent be laid.to that trouble, However, the 
material now on hand should develop into an excellent tcam by next year. 

The Inter-squadron basketball title went to the 63d Service Squadron, with 
the Observation boys from the 7th a close second, 

The leather-pushers' from all squadrons:are now out in force and faithfully 
training for the elimination contests which will result in the selection of the 
Post Boxing Team. Some .good prospects in all weights are going through the 
daily grind, and the entire Post is awaiting the first of the arguments that 
will determine the ‘worth of the various "local favorites", 
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44th and 7th Ovservation Syvadrons: Altlongh the 44th Observation Sa., 
one of the Field's "youngster" Squadrons, is still attached to the 7th for 
parracks, rations and aircraft operation, they are functioning spearately in 
the athletic line. 

With the close of the Inter-Post Basketball season, preparations are being 
rapidly carried forward toward getting the cauliflower and baseball squad in 
shape for the coming inter-squadron tournament and season, This will be the 
first time the 44th has operated as an individual unit and, without appearing 
poastful, it is expected that the other organizations here will be painfully 
awarc of the 44th on the athletic field, ; 

24th and 78th Pursuit Squadrons: As a farewell to their fellow officer 
and former Commander of the 24th Pursuit Squadron, the Commissioned personnel 
of the 24th and 78th Pursuit Squadrons gave 2 dinner to Capt. Albert M. Guidera 
who left August 19th for his new station at Indianapolis, Ind. The dinner was 
held at the Carlton Hotel, Colon, R. de P, The hosts included Majors L.G Hef- 
fernan, E.A. Lohman, Capt. A.C. Kincaid, Lieuts. P.W. Timberlake, J.G. Moore, 
G.A. Harrington, N.B. Forrest, Rod. Brown, T.L. Bryan, F.H. Smith, J.J. O'Hara, 
D.B.e Schannep, V.L. Browmm, 0.0. Studeman, C.R. Disher and F.T. Sterling. 

The Squadron's farewell to Capt. Guidera was a dinner held at the Squadron 
Mess Hall on Agu. 15th. 

Capt. Alvan C, Kincaid who arrived in the Department on July 17th, assumed 
command of the 24th upon the departure of Capt. Guidera. 

Lieuts., F.H. Smith, Louis E, Hobbs, F.T. Sterling and 0.J. Studeman enjoyed 
a cross-country flight into the interior of Panama during the week-end of Aug. 
8th and Sth, They spent-their time between the swimming hole at Rio Hata and 
an active participation in the activities of Agua Dulce. Saturday night was 
spent as guests at a native dance where Lieut. Smith further strengthened the 
Pan-American bonds of friendship by dancing the "Tamborito" with one of the dusk- 
y daughters of the interior, : 

The 24th Pursuit Squadron is now engaged in aerial gunnery and bombing 
practice, 








Fort Sill, Okla., Aug. 31st: 





Licut. L.E. Hunt who toured Ohio on an extended cross-country trip, re- 
turned Aug. 17th from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Lieuts. S.0. Ross and C.S. Tidwell returned Aug. 20th from an extended 
cross-country flight through Georgia and North Carolina. 

Lieuts, Haynie McCormick and J.A. Tarro were on temporary duty at Akron, 
Ohio, from July 16th to July 22nd, during the Balloon Races. 

On Aug. 6th, Licut. C.E. Shankle, pilot and Capt. R.E. O'Neill, radio oper- 
ator, flew to El Paso, Texas, keeping in communication with Fort Sill by radio 
Over 375 miles, 

Capt. Neal Creighton, lst Lieuts. GE. Rice, W.L. Ritchie and end Lieut. 
Mitchell left Aug. 15th on a ten-day fishing trip in Colorado. 

Lieut. John A. Tarro joined the ranks in matrimony on Aug. 15th when he 
marched to the altar and made the vows with Miss Vera Dark, Lieut. and Mrs. 
Tarro were oscorted to the station in true Fort Sill style (on a caisson), where 
they departed for Roundup, Mont., on their honeymoon, : 

end Lieuts, H.B. Fleming and C.H. Miller departed Aug. 29th on an extended 
cross-country trip to Cleveland,Ohio via‘'Scott Field, Ill, and Louisville, Ky. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, July 2sth: 








gend Observation Sq.: "He was a mighty fine boy," That , in short, ex- 
presses the opinion of the personnel of the 22nd Observation Sq. for 2nd Lieut. 
Benjamin F, Lowery, Air-Res., formerly an enlisted man of this Organization while 
at Maxwell Field, Ala. News of his recent death made us all feel that the Air 
Corps had lost a fine man and a splendid officer. Our heartfelt sympathies are 
extended to his people in their sorrow, 

Sgt. Pike re-enlisted to fill his own vacancy in the Squadron, He is, by 
now, back in Montgomery arranging for his better:half to return to San Antonio 
with him, 

The following-named Reserve officers were assigned to this organization: 
end Lieuts, William Beverly,Jr.; Wayne Bone; Benjamin G, Halloway, Roy 0. Ralston 
and Mell M, Stephenson, Jr. : 
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Lieut. Phillip D. Coates, assigned to this Squadron, will join the organiza, 
tion upon the expiration of his 20-day sick leave, The Squadron is not new to 
him, as he was a member of it at Maxwell Field, Ala., prior to going to Chamte 
Field to pursue the Photographic course, 

58th Service Squadron: Sgt. Iuther S. Rose just returned from the Air 
Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, Il1l., where he successfully completed 
the courses of Engine Mechenic and Parachute Rigger. 

New men assigned to the 58th last week were Pvts. Crist, Wood, Raley, 
Smith, Ibison, Hightower, Napper, Matoska, Jacobs, Gillis, McFadden, Kaddatz 
and Neal. More are on the way. 

J.=. Clarkson gave up his sergeantcy in the Coast Artillery branch of the 
service to enlist in the Air Corps, and is anothér addition to the squadron, 

Pvt. lst Cl. S.W. Baker, now on detached service at Randolph Field, is 
expected to be transferred to that field, 

Pvt. Ernest C. Beaver left for the Philippines, also Sgt. Jacob Mangelson,. 
who was discharged for the purpose of re-enlisting for service in the Islands, 

2nd Lieut. W.L. Lee was assigned to the Squadron as Adjutant and Supply 
Officer, . 
Sgt. Iuther S,. Whitley was discharged during the past week and.said-"Put 
me down for three more years", 

46th School Squadron: Lieut. H.L. Grills, formerly of Ft.Crockett, arrived 
recently and assumed the duties of Asst. Engineer Officer and Adjutant of the 
Squadron, ake 

Sgt, Steve Nagy, Mess Set., upon his discharge, immediately left for the 
west coast to embark on-a tour of foreign duty in the Philippines. 

The Squadron lost through discharge Sgt. Riley H. May and Pvt. lst Cl, 
Claude 0. Bradley. 

Enlisted men returning from furlough to duty were Pvts. Bob Van Deventer, 
Frank Paul, Roscoe A, Drnahoo, Zhorchksy, Set. Webb and Cpl. Lineberger, 

Cpl. Ranck, 22nd Obs.Sq., attached to the 46th for duty, returned from an 
extended cross-country trip in the East. Ee reported a very delightful trip 
and is eager to do it all over again, 

Pvt. Harrell returned from the Base Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston. 

Pvt. lst Cl. Gene B. Porter was called to his home due to the serious ill- 
ness of his father, 

Slst_ School Squadron: Losses in enlisted personnel were, according to 
general concensus, practically aill. Pvt. lst Cl. B.R. Neill, our unofficial 
broadcaster, was hcenorably discharged during the weck, As for gains, enlisted- 
four new recruits, Pvts. Boatright, Harper, Stearman and O.L. Smith, We don't 
know about these fellows yet, but - 

Sgt. Gerald. R. Snyder, upon completion of his furlough, will leave for a 
tour of duty in Hawaii. 

Practically all the members of this organization are mating the necessary 
preparations for change of station to Randclph Fielc, This move is anticipated 
during September, 

Two planes, one a YPT-9 (Stearman) and a YPT-10 (Verville) were returned 
to the factory last week, 

Tech, Sgt. J.C. Dombeck transferred to the 5lst from the 58th Service Sd. 
His transfer takes care of replacement for Tech, Sgt, R.L. Philapy who left for 
duty in Panama. 

llth School Group Hdars.: Recruits joining the organization recently were 
Pvts, James F, Holmes, William Vierieck, Bdgar S. Birkman, Bartow J. Morris, 
Henry H. Richey and Wiley P. Talley, 

Staff Sgt. Ernesti, Sgts. Becker, Stutts, Ziegler, Pvts. Young and Owens 
returned from furlough, 

Flying Cadet Detachment: With the lest day of flying last week ( Thursday) 
came one of the most absolutely unavoidable tragedies that has come to our at- 
tention in several years, With the beginning of the flying day, about 6:50 AM, 
every ship on the line took off to enable the students to get in a few hours of 
some of the best flying we had seen for several days. There was a cloud bank 
in the sky, but it was fairly high for that time of morning, and the day was 
marred only by a little layer of fleece at about 490 feet. However, at 7:50 
there was a different tale to be told. At that time, clouds had closed in from 
the south and east until there was a scant 200 feet altitude, For anyone who 
had been doing work that required altitude of a thousand feet or more there was 
little’ warning as to what was happening a few hundred feet below. Consequently, 
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when coming into the lower altitude preparatory to coming back to the field, 
there was.a surprise that was anything but pleasant awaiting one at 400 feet, 
on "B" stage, Lieut. Rogers was giving an instruction ride to Cadet Longacre, 
From the hangar line, Major Hart and Capt. Chamberlain had taken off to get in 
some flying time. These two ships met in the air just south and east of Brooks 
Field, -and there ensued one of our most regrettable tragedies. 

Both ships fell out of control and crashed, The four occupants of the 
ships were all wiped out and without a chance to protect themselves, To say 
that the whole Field, as well as the whole Army, mourned their passing is put- 
ting it a bit mildly, All of t»ese men had close friends in the service, and 
it is with the deepest sorrow and regret that we note their absence, 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., September 2d: 





With the completion of the summer training period, the planes of the 15th 
Observation Squadron are slowly being returned to Scott Field and before the 
middle of September it is expected the entire squadron will be together again. 

The three planes which were on tow target duty with the 6lst Anti-aircraft 
Battalion at Ft.Sheridan, returned on Aug. 29th. The following day a plane, 
which was partly wrecked at Asheville, N.C., during the middle of August, was 
flown back to the field together with two planes which carried the repair crew, 

Two planes are now.absent at the annual gunnery matches at Langley Field 
but with their return the Squadron's complement of planes will be complete ex- 
cept for one plane which was completely washed out during gunnery practice at 
Camp Skeel, Mich. 

Young pigeons from the Scott Field loft were given their first competition 
on Aug. 30th in a 125-mile race conducted by the St.Louis Pigeon Club. About 
150 birds were released from Dixon, Mo., and three of the youngsters entered 
by Staff Sgt. Bronikhurst, pigeoneer, finished in sixth, seventh and eighth 
places. An unavoidable delay of about three minutes in the stamping of the 
bands after the Scott Field birds had entered the trap dropped the standing 
of the birds several places. The average speed attained by the Army pigeons 
was about 1275 yards per minute. 

More changes in the officer personnel of Scott Field will result from 
orders recently issued. Maj. Norman W. Peek will report for duty about the mid- 
dle of September, having been relieved from duty at end Corps Area Headquarters, 
Licut. Fred A. Ingalls received orders for duty in Hawaii and sails in Deccomber 
while Lieut. George R. Bionfanz was ordered to take the next armament course at 
Chanute Field, starting Oct. ist. 

One of the 15th Squadron airplanes was recently put out of commission tem- 
porarily when 2nd Licut. Herman F. Woolard, 5th Photo Section, taxied into a 
concealed ditch at Fletcher, N.C., Lieut. Woolard had ferried Maj.-General 
Frank Parker, Corps Area Commander, to that point tue previous day and was pre- 
paring to return solo when the mishap occurred, One lower wing, the landing 
gear and the propeller were damaged. The plane will be stored at Fletcher, 
until the replacement parts arrive and will then be flown to this station, 

Play in the baseball series for the Scott Field Championship as completed 
except for the final crucial game. At present the 9th Airship Company tops the 
League with seven wins and a single loss, but they must defeat the 15th Observa- 
tion Sq. in the final game to clinch the title, The Observers won six and lost 
two and, should they take the final game, a tie will result and make-a playoff 
necessary, The Staff tcam will finish in third place with the 24th Airship Serv, 
Co., in the cellar. 

The first call for football practice was issued and a big squad is expected 
to report shortly to 2nd Lieut, Allen W. Reed, who will coach the line. He will 
have plenty of assistance in the coaching work, for lst Licut. F.A. Johnson and 
end Lieut, George N. Stokes will assist with the backfield and 2nd Lieut. Thomas 
N, Charles will have charge of the ends. Prospects for a good team are far more 
encouraging than a year ago, as nearly all the 1930 players are available ond 
Several fine prospects arrived at the post since last fall. 








Wichols Field, P.I., Aus. 7th: 


2d Observaticn Sq: Lieut. Everett S. Davis, with Staff Sgt. Roby C. Davis, 
nade a Tlight from Zamboanga to Wichols Field on July 24th and 25th, stopping at 
Camp Kiethley, Malabang and Tacloban, en route. Lieut. Davis is on D.S., at Zam- 
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boanza, and charged with the duty of preparing landing fields on the Island of 
Mindanao. He reports that the work is rapidly nearing completion, 

We have the following officers assigned and attached with whom we expect 
to build an excellent flying organization: Assigned: Capt. Black, Commanding 
Officer, Lieuts. Greer, White, Malone, Wolfinbarger. Attached: Major Brooks, 
Capts. Nelson, Gaines, Lieuts. Phillips, Stowell, McCormick, Huggins, Zettel 
and Colman, who just arrived on the last boat, 

4th Composite Group Headquarters: The basketball team representing this 
organization gave a good account of themselves during the inter-squadron tourn. 
ment, finishing in end place. Three members of the team were selected for the 
Post Team 

The Bowling team representing this organization won the inter-squadron 
tournament. This is the second cup won by this organization this year in boyl- 
ing, the first being the tournament in Duck-pins during the first few months of 
the year. Maj. Brooks led the team with high average, high single and high 
triple in the Ten-pin tournament just finished. Four men of the latter team 
-were selected to play on the Post team in the Department Inter-Post tournament, 

66th Service Squadron: The basketball and volleyball teams representing 
this organization, brought home the'bacon in the recently completed inter-squat- 
ron tournaments. 











Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens, Miche, Aug. 25th: 


Selfridge Field was well represented at the annual Machine Gun and Bombing 
Matches held at Langley Field, Va., starting Aug. 28th. The following officers 
who shot the high scores in their respective squadrons were the representatives 
thereof at the Matches: 2nd Lieuts. Curtis E, LeMay, 27th; Jesse Auton, 94th; 
Robert C. Merrill (Reserve) 17th, and Monty J. Tennes, Jr.(Reserve) 36th Pursuit 
Squadron. Ras 7. 

The Women's Aeronautical Association of Detroit sponsored a garden party 
for the benefit of the Selfridge Field Hospital at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Wark, 17580 Fairway Drive, on Aug. 25th, Maj. and Mrs. Brett, and a large 
number of the officers and ladies of the post attended and had an enjoyable 
afternoon, 

he Police Dept. of Detroit, Mich.’, held its’ Annual Field Day on Saturday, 
Aug. 15th. The 94th Squadron, 1st Pursuit Group, sent a six-plane flight to. 
put on a demonstration in connection with the exercises. This Field Day is 
quite an event. Members of the police forces of all of the large cities of the 
United States and Canada being among the contéstants. 

Reserve officers attending the training camp here completed their tours of 
active duty and returned to their home stations, The airplanes used will soon 
be ferried back home to await the Reserve training of next year. 

The Reserve officers attending camp at this station presented the officers! 
club with a beautiful Grandfather Clock, The clock keeps good time and has very 
Pleasant chimes. 

-Majors Brett and Brower with 37 officer pilots of the lst Pursuit Group at- 
tended the National Air Races at Cleveland. With an interesting schedule before 
them, it is believed the people attending thé Air Races should be very favorably 
impressed by the flying the Army is doing, ‘Two transports, carrying a number of 
enlisted mechanics, were also flown to the Races, 

The machine gun firing and target practice at Oscoda, Mich., is nearing com 
pletion. Due to the Races at Cleveland, there was no firing at Oscoda during 
that time, and a shortage of transports caused great hardship among the personnel 
at Oscoda, They were reported as having no cereal and resorted to eating pine 
necdles, Their spirits were revived when a transport brought them ham and eggs. 

Following his return from Montreal, Capt. Ross G. Hoyt was confined to his 
quarters through illness. He was recently sont to Walter Reed Hospital. The 
_— hope the Captain will speedily recover and return to Selfridge at an early 

ate. gt 

The 36th Squadron furnished all airplanes used at Oscoda for the past two 
weeks, The pilots have made good scores. 

The airplanes of the 36th Squadron, with pilots from ali squadrons who have 
been left home from the Races, have been flying on various short missions, such 
as over the Harmsworth Trophy Races held in Detroit, and’ on occasions connected 
with the opening of bridges, airports, etc. 

The 57th Squadron has been working hard getting the airplanes used by the 
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Reserve officers in readiness for their return to their home stations. The main 
trouble has been with broken wings and landing gears, With these repairs and 
numerous other adjustments which have been made, the ships are now in good condi- 
tion for their homeward flight. 

The lst Pursuit Group sent a formation of three airplanes to Lowell,Mich., 
on Aug. 6th in connection with a local celebraticu at that town. On Aug. 8th, 
two squadrons of the lst Pursuit Group, consisting of thirty Pursuit planes 
went to Akron, Ohio, to put on a demonstration incident to the ceremony dedicat— 
ing the new Navy dirigible, the U.S.S. "Akron", The formation landed at Akron 
at 11:15 and, after having luncheon as guests of the Akron Chamber of Commerce, 
one ‘squadron led by Ya . Brower, Group Commander, put on a thirty-minute tacti- 
cal demonstration and then returned to Selrridge Field. The remaining squadron, 
under the command of lst Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, put on another demonstration 
at 4:00 P.M., returning immediately thereafter to Selfridge Field. 


Mitchel Field, L.I., N.¥., Aug. 20th: 





During the time most of the officers and their ladies were enjoying them- 
selves on the beach of Mrs. H.P. Davison's estate, an embryo civilian pilot hap- 
pened on the scene, Deciding that the Assistant Secretary of War for Aviation 
and all Army flyers in general needed a few lessons in the gentle art of flit- 
ting through the air, he cut his motor, pulled his flying boat into a vertical 
bank at about one hundred feet over the gaping onlookers and did a very pretty 
spin into the water about 100 yards off shore, Evor officient, the Flight Sur- 
geon was in a speed boat and to the wreck almost before it had hit the briny 
deep. The flying boat was the only casualty, however, so the party went gayly 
ONe 

The latest and most trivial distraétion happened when a Reserve officer, 
here on two weeks! active duty, took off with a Regular to be instructed and 
checked before bei:.g allowed t> solo. He had not been in a ship for a year, but 
was anxious to show how little he had forgotten, After a chandelle off the 
ground in an O1-E, he climbed rapidly to the 800 ft. ceiling and cut the gun, 
Turning around to the instructor he queried: "Which is the best way to snap-roll 
these crates, right or left?" 

The work performed by Mitchel Field pilots at Ft. Tilden, in operation 
with the Coast Artillery, was so commendable that a letter of appreciation was 
forthcoming from the Commanding Officer at Mt. Tilden. In it he lauded the 
pilots for their efficiency and cheerful: execution of their various missions, 
and the squadron cormanders conc:rned for their willingness to cooperato, 

Targets were towed for machine gun fire in the morning, each ship carrying 
aS many as seven targets; smaller targets were towed for the anti-aircraft bat- 
teries in the afternoon; and ships flew for the scarchlight batteries at night. 

Lieut. F.L. Smith represented the Air Corps on the ground at Ft.Tilden as 
an air-ground liaison officer and ship director, According to Licut. Smith, 
one of their chief worries was keeping fishing smacks out of the range of fire. 
Despite the efforts of the Coast Guard, they invariably moved into the line of 
fire sometime during the day and exposed themselves to falling cases and shrap- 
nel fragments, 

Lieuts, Williamson, Haynes, Carlson, McLeod, Matheson, Covington, Smith, 
and Holbrook were responsible for the execution of most of the missions, Wil- 
liamson and Haynes have become such seasoned veterans in towing that they «are 
now entitled to a full professorship in that tricky art. 

Capt. Guy Gale, late of Skowhegan, Maine, took over the officers! ward in 
the hospital where he has been undergoing observation and treatment. The ex- 
traction of several teeth brightened his outlook on life, and the development 
of several mosaics taken of his anatomy show that he will soon be fit again. 


Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot, Aus. 12th: 





Tonnage of incoming freight for the month of July amounted to 373.2 tons; 
express, .9 ton; outgoing - freight, 352.3 tons; express, 9.5 tons; incoming 
Parcel post, 640 pounds; outgoing, 2,477 pounds; material received by other means 
116,975 pounds; shipped, 173,200 pounds; shipments received, 784; shipments made, 
1,379; requisitions received, 200. <3 

Lieut. Donald R. Goodrich made a cross-country flight to Marshall ,Mich. 

- 343 - V-6179 ,AeCe 









eras ae cg sername 


and Mrs, B.K. Yount. They departed July 3lst, en route to Kelly Ficld. 


of discussing Air Corps matters 


Maj. A.L. Succd, Gunw. .... Officer, departed on a month's leave of ab. 
sence in the east. Capt. Harrison W.Flickinger, who returned from leave July 
3lst, assumed temporary command. , 

Officers departing from this station to secure and ferry to the Depot 
planes for major overhaul were: Lieut. Melvin B. As to} Maxwell Field, Ala,, 
a P-12; Lieut. Clarence S. Irvine to Chicago, I11]l.; Lieut. Francis M. Zeigler 
to Ft. Leavenworth, Kans. 

Lieut.-Col. Wm.C. McChord ferried to Little Rock, Ark. an 02-H overhauled 
at this station, 

Lieut. F.M. Zeicler and My. iaul Taggart proceeded to Columbia, S.C., fer. 
rying supplies and making necessary repairs to an airplane forced down at that 
Place. 

Lieuts. Frank H. Clewers, Stanley R. Carpenter and Charles L. Word, Air 
Corps Reserve, reported here Aug. 3d for active duty training, 

Three Selfridge Field officers, Lieuts. Van Auken, Clements and Schott, 
relieved this Depot of three P-12's which received major overhauls, 

Capt. Edward Laughlin, formerly stationed here, was a visitor on Aus, 7th, 

A number of pilots stopped at this station Aug. 8th, while on cross-com- 
try en route to Akron, Ohio, for the christening exercises of the "Akron", the 
large Navy dirigible, 

A number of Supply Officers and Chief Clerks from other depots, in confer- 
ence at Wright Field during the week of Aug. 3d, visited this station to in- 
spect the supply system, 

Several Reserve officers on active duty at Candler Field, Ga., among whon 
was William L, Stribling, noted heavy-weight boxer, visited this station 
recently. 














































Rockwell Air Depot, Rockwell Field, Calif., Aug. 4th: 





Brig.-General B.D, Foulois, Asst. Chief of the Air Corps, solo, and Major 
W.G. Kilner, with passenger, in two BT-2B planes arrived here to confer with 
the Commanding Officer on Air Corps matters. General Foulois was tendered an 
Aerial Review by the 7th Bombardment Group. He =1nd Maj. Kilner inspected the 
activities of the Rockwell Air Depot, and were the house guests of Lieut.-Col, 





Brig.-Gen. Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, accompanied by Lieut. R.W. Douglas, arrived on Aug. 3d, for purpose 

Col. G.I. Jones, Medical Corps, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, ac- 
companied by Capt. HM. McClelland, arrived July. 25th to confer with the Con- 
manding Officer and Post Surgeon, Col. Jones was the house guest of Major and 
Mrs. W.S. Woolford during his stay. ; 

Lieut. W.N. Amis of the Materiel Division arrived at the Depot on July 19th 
for purpose of conferring with the Commanding Officer regarding the maintenance 
of Air Corps equipment and supplies at this Depot, 

Reporting at the Rockwell Air Depot for two weeks! active duty were 2nd 
Lieuts,. Linwood L. Clark, Donald C. Spencer, Norman H. Adams and Edwin W. Bar- 
bee, Air Res, 

Capt. C.P. Kane, Depot Supply Officer, accompanied by Principal Clerk C7, 
Knight attended the conference at the Materiel Division of Depot Supply Officers 
and civilian clerks regarding the procedure for consolidation of the Station ant 
Depot Supply Departments. 

‘Lieut. Ray H. Clark, Test Pilot of the Depot and Assistant Engineering 0f- 
ficer, was ordered to Municipal Airport, Long Beach, Calif., on temporary duty 
as Instructor of the Organized Reserve Camp. 

During July major overhauls were completed on 21 airplanes and 40 engines, 
Fourteen planes and 57 engines vere received during the month at the Depot for 
overhaul. In process of overhaul at end of month were 25 airplanes and 24 
engines, 

A total of 7,365 man hours were expended in the Engineering Shops of the 
Rockwell Air Depot for the mamifacture and repzir c* Air Corps equipment other 
than airplanes and engines. 


Pe ase Depot Supply activities consisted of the following during the month 
of y: 
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Incoming freight and express 592,752 lbs, 


Outgoing " " " 407,090 " 
Incoming parcel post 396 " 
Outgoing " " 466 " 
Amount of material shipped by plane 206 " 
Shipment received 338 
Shipments made 330 
Number of requisitions received during month 34 


40th Division Aviation, Los Angeles,Calif., Aug.l2eth: 


—_—_—_— 





This unit returned to its home station Aug. 2d, completing two weeks ac- 
tive duty with the Division at Camp San Imis Obispo, Calif. 18 officers and 
80 enlisted men with 9 planes were on duty through this 15-day period, during 
wnich 385 aircraft hours were flown, with 57 observer hours, Flying equipment 
used comprised 5 Douglas 8-38's, 1 Douglas 0-2H, 1 Douglas BT-l and 2 Consol- 
idated 0-17's, 

Many interesting missions were carried out with the cooperation of the 
other branches, in addition to a heavy schedule of squadron training, The var- 
ious sections functioned well, particularly Engineering and Communications, 

The enlisted personnel carried on in an efficient manner, 

The entire official personnel of this squadron while at Camp wes enter- 
tained over night on July 29th by the Hancock School of Aviation at Santa Maria, 
Calif. Through Maj. Ross McBride, Executive Officer, the School extended the 
hospitality of quarters and meals to some 15 officers who were interested spec- 
tators of the advanced methods of instruction, administration and discipline of 
this unique aviation schcol. The squadron flew down in 3 flights, demonstrated 
modern aerial bombing methods on the Hancock Field, and after dark flew a night 
formation for the residents of Santa Maria. 

Col. Isaac H. Jones, Med,-Res., was the guest of the squadron at Camp, 
July 29th, Col. Jones was one of the first Flight Surgeons, Aviation Section 
Signal Corps, and was in charge of the development and training in Aviation 
Medicine during 1917, At the close of the war, he represented Aviation Medicine 
for the Army at the Peace Conference at Paris, and at present is Flight Surgeon 
in Los Angeles for the Aeronautics Branch, Departmont of Commerce, 

During Governor's Day at camp, this unit participated in the demonstration 
of field action by the Infantry and engineers. The aviation flew contact, lia- 
ison and command missions, also an attack formation and observation via radio 
communication with the ground. Aerial photos of the action were taken, devel- 
oped, printed and delivered to the Governor in a short time. After the demon- 
stration, 3 formations flew in review before the Governor's stand. 

Congratulations are extended to lst Lieut. John V. Wallen upon his promo- 
tion to that grade, effective July l2th. 

Lieuts, Harry Claiborne and Frank Miller are on one week's extended duty 
on tow-target and spotting work with the Coast Artillery at Ft. McArthur, 

San Pedro, Calif. 


Langley Field, Va., Aug. 24th: 





49th Bombardment Squadron: Three recent graduates from the Advanted Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, reported to this Squadron for duty, viz: end 
Lieuts, William D. Harrison, Cecil ©. Foxworth and Richard C. Hughes, 

20th Bombardment Squadron: This squadron welcomes four new officers from 
the July class of Kelly Field, Graemoc S. Bond, Robert V. Dunn, Troy V. Crawford 
and John E, Biggerstaff. Lieut. William B. Offutt, a graduate of the Mainte- 
hance and Engineering Course, Chanute Field also reported, Glad to see you 
men, Happy Landings! 

The Squadron completed record bombing except for the Panama skippers, 
Lieuts. Delma 1, Spivey and Joseph J. Ladd. We are now concentrating on aerial 
gunnery. The new officers are being checked on the bombers. With three teams 
Practicing for the Mount Shasta bombing the operations office was rather busy, 
but with everybody heppy. 

26th Bombardment Squadron: 14 Reserve officers reported to the 96th Squad- 
Ton for two weeks! training. The training schedule went off very smoothly. 
Everyone checlzed out on PT-1's, PT-3's and service ships with no accidents, The 


Only comment to make was the lack of service type ships for their training. 
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Three were available the last wecx, 

After a week's interval, during which the Squadron participated in recorg 
bombing, the second group of Reserve officers reported for two weeks! training, 
Operations were conducted without accident or damage to planes. The same crit. 
icism is due here, in that there was a lack of service type airplanes for their 
use, One A-3 during the last week was all that covld be obtained. This shoulg 
be remedied in the future, for the continual flying of PT's is not conducive ty 
a well-rounded training program, 

19th Airship Company: During July, the principal operations of the Company 
were confined to the Aerial Survey of Washington, D.C., made by Captain A.j, 
Stevens, The TC-ll - 271 made flights totaling 56 hours and 50 minutes and, 
with one flight in August, it is believed that the city was sufficiently photo. 
graphed to consider this project ended, This ship is a standard TC envelope 
with experimental enclosed car of steel and fabric, which makes it admirably 
Suited to missions of this type. 

The drawings and some of the parts have arrived for the reconditioning ani 
recommissioning of the TE-2, and it is hoped we will have another ship in oper. 
ation in a short time. The new power installation will consist of a pair of 
Lambert 5-cylinder air-cooled engines, replacing the two L-4 engines formerly 
used on this type ship. Certain changes to the car and outrigger, together with 
additional nose-strengthening, will be necessary before the ship is again placej 
in service. With the arrival of the remaining parts, the erection of the ship 
should require but a short time, 

On Aug. llth the TC-11 started ont on a Photographic Mission in conjunction 
with the bombing of the "Mount Shasta", Taking off at 8:35 A.M.,the ship first 
sighted the "Shasta" at 10:05 dead on, arriving over it at 10:30. The TC re- 
turned to the field at 2:45 PM. after a flight of 6 hours and 10 minutes, 

On Aug. 14th the TC-11 again took off for the "Mount Shasta" on the same 
type mission. After leaving the coast, it became necessary to change the 
course of the ship on three occasions tc avoid squalls, On this flight the 
"Shasta" was picked up at 11:15 AM. directly ou the course of. the airship, The 
flight terminated at 3:00 P.M. after 6 hours and 15 minutes. 

The navigation on both flights was accomplished without the use of smoke 
candles and without positive knowledge of the wind direction, after changing 
course, except that gained through a study of surface indications on the sea, 
The lay brethren consider the flight of Aug. 14th an unusually fine bit of 
navigation, ; 7 

Well!- The 19th haé@ a baseball team this summer, Of course, at times 
things looked pretty gloomy for the spectators, but at the play-off for the 
title the 19th was present and participating, &feating the 49th Bombardment 
Squadron team for the Inter-Sguacron Cup. Then, having gotten under vay, the 
Company put a boxing team into the ring and curried away the boxing trophy. 
Next, just to show the world that it wasn't just plain luck, the track tcam 
Stepped out and annexed the Traci and Field cup by a comfortable margin. 

And now that the season of snows, sneezes and sniffles is closing in on 
us, our thoughts again turn to football. last season several members of the 
organization earned places on the first string and, unless they are string- 
halted, ham-strung, mascle-bound or otherwise incapacitated, they will be there 
again this season, And, if a prophecy is in order, the 3d Corps flag will still 
be at Langley after another season has gone. A beautiful background for the 
President's Cup. : 

aj. Francis T. Armstrong, F.A., and Capt. Robert V. Ignico, A.C., both 
departed from Langley Field for Washington, D.¢., where they will be entered 
as students in Army Industrial College for the 1931-32 Course. 

Capt. Theodore J, Koenig and 1st Lieut. James HE, Adams were transferred 
to Maxwell Field where they will pursue the 1931-32 course in the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Our best wishes accompany these officers. 





18th Composite Wing, Ft. Shafter, T.H., Aug. 13th: 





The Annval Gunnery and Bombing practice of all units was started at Vain- 
analo on July 15th. Each unit, of which the 50th Observation Squadron was the 
first designated for training, remain in summer camp for a period of two weeks. 
Other units, which follow the 50th at intervals of two wecks each, are the 4th 
Observation, the 72nd and 23d Bombardment, the 26th Attack and the 6th and 19th 


Pursuit Squadrons, 
q ~ 345 - V-6179 ,AeCe 





Permanent quarters, following Hawaiian architectural lines, were built 
under the direction of Lieut. P.H, Robey, Luke Field, The buildings include a 
mess hall and kitchen, recreetiou room, shower rooms and latrines, and officers' 
quarters accommodating sixteen (16) persons, The tents, housing the enlisted 
personnel have wooden frames and floors, Lieut, Robey and’ his men did a good 
job, and the camp is considered a model as far as living accommodations g0. 

Arrangements are under way to organize the annual football teams within 
the Wing. If satisfactory arrangements can be made, Wheeler and Luke Fields 
will line up with the several branches in the department when the season begins, 

Members of the Territorial Aeronautical Commission recently flew over Kal- 
aupapa in two Army airplanes to study, from the air, proposed landing fields 
which may be developed for the use of the board of hospitals and settlement. 

The flight was made in the two Army Sikorsky transport planes, The planes flew 
low over the recreation field at the settlement and the area near the lighthouse 
to determine which offered better landing facilities from the standpoint of wind 
conditions and adjoining terrain, A landing was made at Hoolehua, where the 
commission planned minor improvements, such as the clearing of brush near the 
runway, and the building of a macadam loading strip. Members of the commission, 


who made the trip, were Messrs, Cyril Damon, George Brown, H.E, Wooldridge and 
B.L. Peacock, 


Iuke Field, T.H.: 





Flying training for the month consisted of aerial gunnery, bombing, cross- 
coumtry, formation and night flying, communications radio, aerial navigation, 
tactical exercises and cooperations with other busanches of the service, 

A flight of 9 Bombers and 12 0-19's was sent to Wheeler Field July 18th 
to participate in an inspection of aircraft and personnel and a Wing Review 
conducted by the Commanding Officer, 18th Composite Wing. 

Air Corps Reserve officers recently arriving at this station were dnd 
Lieuts. Donald E, Meece, Otis ... Miller, Claude B. Northrup and Wm.M. Pryce,dr. 

Two of our 0-19's participated in tactical exercises conducted by the 35th 
Infantry July 22nd. Lieuts. Ofsthun, pilot, and Titus, observer, were flying 
the enemy (Red) forces plane, and Lieuts. Peterson, pilot,and Choate, observer, 
were their opponents. Both planes very satisfactorily performed the problems 
assigned, 

The 4th Observation Squadron recently celebrated a belated Organization 
_ Day at Nanakuli Beach. Baseball games, swimming and horse-shoe pitching were 
the events of the day, and a most appetizing lunch was served. Everyone en- 
joyed a most celightful day. 

Lieut. Rawlings with Mr. W. Robert Moore, Staff Kepresentative of the Na- 
tional Geographic Magazine, flew about the Island to obtain color views, Des- ° 
pite the fact that Mr. Moore's camera was not made for aerial work, some ex- 
cellent shots were taken. . 

Capt. and Mrs. James F. Powell, of Iuke Field, escaped serious injury re- 
cently when their small fishing boat was overturned by a heavy sea outside the 
reef at Ft. Weaver, near the channel entrance to Peral Harbor, Clinging to the 
craft, they worked their way ashore at Ft, Weaver. Mrs. Powell suffered a few 
bruises, but nei her was seriously injured. Lieut. D.D. FitzGerald brought them 
back to Ford Island, toving * .ir wrecked craft. , 

Lieut. and Mrs, Harold George and Lieut. John A. Laird, Jr., sniled for the 
Mainland July 25th. Lieut. George was assigned to Maxwell Field, Ala., and 
Lieut. Laird to the Air Corps Training Center. Everyone was sorry to sec them 
leave the Department, and an "Aloha" flight was fle. by pilots from Luke and 
Wheeler Fields. 

_ Steps were taken by Wing Hdgrs. to have transferred to War Department con- 
trol a strip of territorial land, adjoining the Molokai Airport, to be utilized 
as a site for underground gas and oil storage, radio installation and shelter, 
in accordance vith the proreressi. program of establishing operating bases on 
each island of the Hawaiian Group. 

The death by drowning of Pvt. lst Cl. Richard W. Shutts was a shock t6 the 
edd Bomb, Sq. He was serving os life guard to the children of Lieut. Warren, 
Squadron Commander, at the Officers! Club swimming area, when he became a victim 
of the tragedy. No definite information as to the exact details could be ob- | 
tained, as the children are quite young. No other persons were near the scene, 
48 all wore watching the diving — given by the ea atc Mr NE who were 
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in Honolulu for the National Championship. events and who were guests of Luke 
Field at the time. 
The 244 Bomb, S°, voll-yt 1. .team, champions of last year, is getting amy 
to another fast shout this year. The five practice games with teams, of the 
Inter-Squadron League were won by a large margin. 











Wheeler Field, 7.He: 









During July, the 18th Pursuit Group participated. in two Wing Maneuvers, 
The first, on July 10th, consisted of a.combined Wing attack on an pias 
dump", on the beach between Makapu Head and Koko Crater. This Group furnished 
special support to the 5th Composite Group from luke Field during the ataes 
mission, In the Second Maneuver, a: Wing attack on an "enemy supply dump", near 
the Waimanalo plantation, the entire 18th Composite Wing participated, This 
Group furnished special support to the 5th vempoaa. te Group with 21 Pursuit and 
9 Attack planes, 

The 18th Composite Wing held its first Wing snails lin and review at this 
field on July 17th, 52. planes from Wheeler and Luke Fields being lined up for 
inspection. Following the inspection by Licut.-Col,. Gerald C. Brant, the en= 
tire Wing took off and passed in review before him. 

Of the new arrivals aboard the Transport "Cambrai" 2nd Lieuts, Frank Cols- 
man, from Selfricge Field; I=e-y Gee, Frank J. Havelick, Jr., Carl Swyter and 
Jack M. Malone, Reserve, from Kelly Field, were assigned. to the 6th Pursuit Sq, 
2nd Lieuts, Herbert C. Chambers, Thomas Searcy and Charles A. Miller, Res,, were 
assigned to the 19th Pursuit Squadron; and lst Lieut, Leonard H. Rodieck fron 
Brooks Field, and 2nd Lieuts. N.B. David, J.E. Netu and W. Rotherham (Res.) were 
assigned to the 26th Attack Squadron. 

The arrival of .these officers was celebrated in true Hawaiien style by a 
luau on the beach near Koko Head, The festivities included much music, hula 
dancers and what not. <A beautiful poten moon shorm down upon the assemblage 
and joy was unconfined, ; 

The 6th Pursuit Squadron now has ten P-12C's and 2 PW-9C's and has been con- 
ducting low altitude bombing and firing on sleeve targets. On July 31st, the 
“Squadron participated in a fing Maneuver, utilizing 9 P-120 's and 2 P=12B's, and 
furnishing the necessary pilots acting as a Reserve flight. 

The 19th Pursuit Squadron participating in a Wing rendezvous, July 10th, 
The total time expended in this mission was 16 hours, 10 minutes, with 12 
flights, All missions were successful. 

Mr.Sgt. Paul W. Parker from Brooks Field and Staff Sgt. Saltzgever from 
Mitchel Field, were assigned to the 26th Attack Squadron. This is Sgt. Parker's 
second tour of duty in this Department. 

The officers of tne 26th completed: their low altitude vonbian tests prior 
to going in the field at Waimanalo for record. This Squadron flew several tar- 
get missions during July in cooperation with Artillery and Infantry during anti- 
aircraft training. 

Two A3B planes were bias with new type smoke screen apparatus which 
functions very satisfactorily. Saveral successful curtains were laid down by 
the 26th to scfeen movements of Infantry and Artillery engaged in Division 
Maneuvers. 

Daring July, the follewire flights were made: 2nd Lieut. John C. Crain, 
Res., piloted the Sikorsky to iiailuku, Maui. ; 

During July flights in the Sikorsky plane were made to Wailuku, Island of 
Maui; and to the John Rodgers Airport by Lieut. John ©. Crain.An aerial recon- 
naissance mission around the Island of Oahu was mice whe lst Lieut. Joe L. Loutz- 
enheiser, ; 

Lieut. Harold H. Bassett, 75th Service Sq., won the Mason Cup for low score 
in the qualifying round of the Hall Trophy Golf Tournament at Schofield Barracks 
and in the finals of the Tournament defeated Capt, Wakeman, M.C., six to five, 
to gain possession of the Trophy fcr one year. 













Hawaiian Air Depot: 








The Supply Section was successfully moved from down town Honolulu to luke 
Field and consolidated with the Engineering Department. .This necessitated a 
complete reorganization and expansion of the Air Depot and has made for better 
efficiency in the time necessary for the Engineering Department to draw its 
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supplies. Supplies moved by truck and carried by barge to Iuke Field in a per- 
jod of six weeks ainounted to 350 tons. 

The Engine Repair Section overhauled eleven engines, from June 26th to 
July 3lst. From June 25th to July 25th, the Final Assembly repaired and assem- 
bled the following planes: Major overhaul - 1 0-19B, 2 P-l2B; minor repair - 
20-190, 1 C-6A, 1 P-12B, 1 A~3B; major assemblies, 5 B-5A. From Aug. 1st,1930 
to June 30, 1931, the Ingine Repair Section overhauled a total. of 136 engines, 

During the Fiscal Year 1931, the Aero Repair Department completed. approx- 
imately 70C work orders, from the ordinary routine shop work to manufacturing 
special machinery and instruments, The most noteworthy accomplishments were 
the building of a paint mixing machine for the paint shop and an instrument 
testing machine and bake oven for the Engine Repair, Construction work includ- 
ed the new cleaning department for the En;sine Repair Section, which is all-steel 
and concrete construction, A boiler room was also built and two boilers put in 
operation, One large boiler is for general use and a smaller one for emergency 
Use. 

At present most of the machine shop personnel are busy complying with the 
provisions of the new technical changes on the B-5A's. This work is progressing 
very favorably. 

The Drafting Section has been busy the past month making copics of all 
technical change drawings and printing same. ‘The Engineer Officers at Iuke 
Field and Wheeler Field are svpplies with copies of these drawings. 

The drawing of plans, preparing specifications of materials, and reauisi~ 
tioning same for use in the construction of new Headquarters and Depot Supply 
Offices, has been assigned to, and accomplished very satisfactorily by this 
department. Through the arduous labors and persistent endeavors of the blue 
print file clerk, order was brought out of what seemed a hopeless: chaos in the 
filing of blue prints, 


LANGLEY FIELD FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 





1931 

Date Opponents Playing Field 

September 19th William and Mary College Williamsburg, Va. 
(Saturday) (Williamsburg, Va. 

September 26th Campbell College Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Buie's Creek, N.C.) 

October 4th U.S. Coast Guard Langley Field 
(Sunday) (New London, Conn.) 

October llth Quantico Marines Langley Field 
(Sunday ) (Quantico, Va.) 

October 17th Gallaudet College Langley Field 
(Saturday) Washington, D.C.) 

October 24th Atlantic University Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Virginia Beach, Va.) 

October 3lst Appalachian State Teachers College Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Boone, N.C.) 

November 7th Potomac Strte College Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Keyser, W. Va.) 

November 14th Guilford College Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Guilford, N.C.) 

November 21st Apprentice School Langley Field 
(Saturday) (Newport News, Va.) 

November 28th High Point College Langley Ficld 
(Saturday) (High Point, if.C.) 

December 5th Winner Southern District Northern District 
(Saturday) vs 


Winner Northern District 
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